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Mother 
By Clara Aiken Speer 


THINK it was a girlish hand, 
Unlined, well tended, when it held 
At first, my clinging baby hand 
In gentle grasp by love impelled. 
I think it was a youthful face 
That bent above me as I lay 
Asleep, and bright the eyes that watched 
My rest, in that forgotten day. 


I think it was a slender form * 
That bore my weight on tiring arm. 

And swift young feet that watched my steps 
To guide them from the ways of harm. 


But years and cares have changed that form 
And face and hand; have streaked with gray 
The hair; yet is the heart as full 
Of love as in that other day. 


And she has her reward ; not fame, 
Or baubles bought in any mart, 

But motherhood’s brave crown, the love 
And homage of her own child’s heart. 


ye 
The Whole Bible for Us 


There is more than one form of teach- 
ing that detracts from the value of the 
Bible for us today. Modernism says that 
certain portions are not true; another sys- 
tem tells us that the whole Bible is true, 
but that many parts of it are not for us. 
But it has been well said that while all 
the Bible is not -to us, it is all for us. 
Obviously many portions deal primarily 
with Israel, but every page is rich with 
lessons for all men. A Christian friend 
of the Tres, who was trained as a mining 
engineer, wrote to the editors concerning 
a certain “school” of Bible teaching: “The 
worst part is that the pupils have carried 
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it to absurdities—doing away with all 
ordinances, baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 
They have carried the matter of ‘rightly 
dividing’ to such an extreme that it re- 
minds me of the last stage of an ore 
sample.. You start with a generous sack 
full of ore and keep on dividing and re- 
jecting and dividing and rejecting until 
all that is left of the original sack of 
ore is a finely pulverized sample which 
will just about fill a tea cup. That is the 
way they have treated the Word of God. 

. They love his Word, but they love 
it to death.” This is a subtle form of 
error, which takes shelter under the name 
of Fundamentalism but which leaves con- 
fusion and dismay in its track. Many a 
tried soul has lain down to rest with his 
head pillowed on one of the promises 
spoken first of all to Old Testament saints, 
and God has honored that trust. Let us 
stand on Paul’s inspired words to Tim- 
othy, “All scripture is given by inspiration 
of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness,” and feed daily on the manna 
of the Word of God. 


7 
What Can We Expect? 


“What next?” —is an ejaculation often 
heard today. Our newspapers teem with 
reports of astounding disasters, calamities, 
and catastrophes caused by men and by 
“nature.” Wars, deliberate repudiation of 


national and international covenants, brutal 
murders, suicides, floods, cyclones, earth- 
quakes; nudism, and grotesque, senseless, 
or blasphemous religious cults, together 
with open atheism,— what are we to ex- 
pect next? A Christian woman who has 
been for many years a friend and reader 
of THe Sunpay ScHoot Times writes in 
a personal letter: “What anxious days 
these are! We seem to be on the verge 
of war again,— worse than anything we 
have ever known. I have just found this 
by Bishop J. C. Ryle: ‘I believe it is for 
the safety, comfort, and happiness of all 
true Christians to expect as little as possible 
from churches or governments under the 
present dispensation; to hold themselves 
ready for tremendous convulsions and 
changes of all things established; and to 
expect their good things only from Christ’s 
Second Advent.’” Here is true wisdom 
—sane and Scriptural and comforting. It 
is the only true optimism. God, who is 
never defeated or discouraged, gives us 
the answer to the question “What next?” 
“The night is far spent, the day is at hand” 
(Rom. 13:12). And the expression “at 
hand,” as Dr. Scofield points out, means 
the next thing in God’s revealed prophetic 
program. It does not necessarily mean 
“immediately,” but only that no known or 
predicted event must intervene. We know 
that “the Lord is at hand” (Phil. 4:5). 
What are we to expect? “My soul, wait 
thou only upon God; for my expectation 
is from him” (Psa. 62:5). 
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Two Mothers—and Christ 


An editorial for Mother’s Day (May 10) 


but it may be she had not prayed 

so often nor so intelligently as she 
ought. Certainly her petitions were not 
always divinely inspired, for, in one re- 
corded instance, a great condition of true 
prayer seemed lacking. But a loved daugh- 
ter was critically ill, not only physically 
but mentally. At times her ravings were 
such as to convince the household that the 
poor, tortured spirit harbored a demon. 
And from a human standpoint the disease 
was entirely hopeless. Only those who 
have faced such sore trial can appreciate 
the woeful need of this mother and sym- 
pathize with the agony, the unutterable 
heartbreak that was hers. 

But she had heard of a certain great 
Teacher who claimed a place in the royal 
line of David. It was even rumored that 
he might be the expected Messiah of the 


St was a praying mother, no doubt, 


Jews. Be that as it may, it was certain 
he was a Healer, for his power had 
reached people that she knew, —sick peo- 
ple whom he had made completely and 
wonderfully well. Surely such a man could 
be persuaded to do something for her poor 
innocent child. And this great Personage 
was at that time traveling very near her 
home village. She resolved to go to the 
highway and wait there until he should 
pass by. 

Hastily arraying herself in outdoor robe 
and veil, the distraught mother left her 
loved one to the care of others and set out 
on the urgent quest. Perhaps there were 
some who sought to- dissuade her from 
what seemed so futile an errand, but if 
so, she turned a deaf ear to entreaty and 
ridicule alike. One passion possessed her, 
and double-mindedness was unthinkable. 

The journey, though not long, was hot, 
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dusty, and unpleasant, but she cared little 
for that. Having, reached the highroad 
at last, the first thing to be done was to 
inquire whether the Galilean Healer had 
passed that way. “Nay, but he is close 
behind,” came the: assuring answer, “wait 
patiently and thou shalt meet with him.” 

At last a great cloud of dust rolled up 
over the brow of the hill. Out of it 
emerged a multitude, —and there was the 
Great One walking in front with his fol- 
lowers about him and the curious-minded 
rabble following after. 

Gathering up her dust-stained robe, the 
mother hastened to meet him. He drew 
‘near — he was abreast —now was her op- 
portunity ! 

‘ “Q Master, thou son of the royal line, 
wilt thou have mercy on me and harken 
to my petition?” she cried, clasping her 
hands convulsively. “It is my daughter — 
she is grievously tormented by a demon!” 

“Thou hadst better hold thy peace, 
woman,” advised a not ungentle voice. 
“The Master is passed on. Perchance he 
did not hear thee.” 

Hastily wiping her streaming eyes, the 
mother stumbled after the little group who 
seemed, after all, to be waiting just ahead. 
Reaching the hindmost disciple, she plucked 
at his sleeve. “Good sir,” she entreated, 
“wilt thou not intercede for me?” 

“Send her away, Lord, for she crieth 
after us,” urged the disciple wearily. 

But another voice -was speaking. “My 
mission is first to mine own people,” it 
was saying. Ah, then the rumor ‘was true! 
And the poor mother fell on her knees 
with the heart-moving cry, “O Messiah 
of the Jews, help thou me!” 

“Nay,” he answered gently, trying her 
faith still further, “it is not meet to take 
the children’s bread, and cast it to the 
dogs.” 

“Be it so,” she acknowledged in humble 
understanding of his parable, “but even a 
little dog may find the bits that are drop- 
ped. So wilt thou not let a crumb of thy 
great power fall for my sore need?” 

The divine face above her smiled. How 
refreshing was such faith, such genuine 
humility! Stooping, he laid a hand on the 
bowed head, and then all the agony of her 
seeking heart was stilled by the low-spoken 
assurance, “Be it unto thee even as thou 
wilt.” 

How short was the homeward way! 
Her feet seemed fairly to fly over the 
rough by-paths. The village at last — 
would the dear one be able to meet her? 
Yea, she cometh! — “Ah, beloved child, is’t 
thou indeed?” 

“Mother! Mother! I am well, and my 
head hath no longer the great pain!” And 
with a happy laugh the girl ran straight 
into the out-reaching arms. (Matt. 15: 2I1- 
29.) 

The story of the other mother is much 
the same. She also had a dearly loved 
daughter who was grievously tormented 
by the Devil. She also knew that the 
Master passed by and, like her Canaanite 
sister, she went forth to intercept him. 
But in this case it was no supposition 
that friends sought to stay her steps. They 
came even into the cottage and labored 
to place the situation, as they said, on its 
proper psychological basis. 

“The Devil has nothing to do with your 
daughter,” they assured her. “She is 
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merely being a little adventurous, — passing 
through the adolescent period which is 
common to all boys and girls of that age. 
And the way to deal with her is not to 
forbid dancing, the movies, and the like, 
but to go with her and see for yourself 
what is good and what is bad, then you can 
teach discrimination.” 

Suddenly the mother felt a kinship to 
Bunyan’s Pilgrim, who on setting out from 
the city of Destruction, was obliged to put 
his fingers in his ears and cry, “Life! Eter- 
nal Life!” For there was one thing she 
knew, and it was that her need was desper- 
ate; also that the Devil had a great deal to 
do with that need. 

Unlike the Syro-Pheenician daughter, her 
girl did not admit of any such desperation. 
Or if she did, she appeared quite unable 
to go herself to the only One who could 
help. It was up to the mother to go to 
Him. 

And she went. Not far —there was no 
point in that —~ but to a little group of other 
mothers who knew beyond the shadow of 
a doubt that this Jesus was divine Lord 
and Saviour. Knew also that though nearly 
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two thousand years had passed since the 
Syrian mother had tapped the’ resources 
of his power, prayer made the process as 
sure and effective now as then. 

So the modern mother prayed — with 
strong crying and tears. But there was 
rebuff and trial of faith until she could 
learn a new depth of consecration and take 
her place as a “little dog.” A recent trav- 
eler in Palestine says that dogs are such 
vicious and repulsive creatures that it is 
an unheard-of thing for anyone to love 
them. They are synonyms for ugliness, 
shame, and contempt. 

Hence the mother prayed: “Lord, I 
am willing to suffer the agony of wounded 
pride, the shame of having it known that I 
cannot bring my girl to walk with me in 
the way of Life. I am willing to suffer 
and wait, if only thou wilt save her!” 

She went home then to live out her 
covenant. Vows are easy to make, but 
afterward, the daily grind of longsuffering 
and patient trusting — this proves their sin- 
cerity. ° 

One day when it seemed that to go. on 

(Continued on page 317) 








NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 











What is Premillennialism? 


I read with interest the testimonials of 
those who confessed themselves believers 
in Premillennialism, as these were published 
in THe Sunpay Scuoot Times several 
months ago. 


As I do not recall any such to have 
stated definitely any particular points of 
that system that had won their allegiance 
to this view, and as I am frequently asked 
for a brief statement of what is meant by 
Premillennialism, I am submitting such a 
statement as I understand would fairly and 
comprehensively answer such an inquiry, 
requesting from you an opinion whether 
this is sufficiently comprehensive and abso- 
lutely fair and truthful. The statement 
follows: 


“Premillennialism is that system of teach- 
ing concerning the Second Advent which 
includes belief that Christ will not begin 
the exercise of his kingly office in the 
government of this world until he visibly 
returns to occupy a material throne in Jeru- 
salem for a thousand years; when, the 
temple being rebuilt, his work as our aton- 
ing Priest will be commemorated in the 
resuming of the Levitical services, includ- 
ing the offering of bloody sacrifices; and 
when his messages as our Prophet will 
come directly from his own gracious lips. 
At that time the Jews, being converted 
and having special pre-eminence and respon- 
sibilities over Gentile Christians, the whole 
world will be evangelized, divisions and dis- 
couragement among God’s people will be 
unknown, financial depression and disaster 
will be ended; and, when all that hurts 
and distresses in the social order, as well 
as this social order itself, shall have been 
destroyed, the Golden Age so long hoped 
for will be here, and our prayers answered 
concerning the coming of Christ’s Kingdom 
on earth,” 


Is the above fair and sufficient as a 
brief statement?—A New Jersey pastor. 
A fair statement of what is meant by 

Premillennialism would be about as fol- 
lows: 


Premillennialism is the belief that the 
Scriptures teach that the personal, visible, 
bodily return of the Lord Jesus Christ 
to this earth will occur before the mil- 


lennium, which is the thousand years of 
his personal reign over this earth. 


Premillennialism, in other words, does 
not necessarily include all the details men- 
tioned in the suggested definition of the 
New Jersey pastor. Premillennialists may 
conscientiously differ one from another as 
to such details, while all agree in the 
general position stated above. 

In THe Sunpay ScHoot Times of May 
5, 1934, President J. Oliver Buswell of 
Wheaton College wrote a valuable article 
entitled “Premillennialism and the Re- 
formed Faith,” which throws much light 
on this subject. 

He gives accurate definitions of three prin- 
cipal views of our Lord’s return, premillen- 
nialism, postmillennialism, and amillennial- 
ism (or non-millennialism), and he says: 

According to the premillennial view, the 
return of Christ will precede the millen- 
nium; that is, will precede the age or 
period referred to as “the thousand years” 

in Revelation 2o. 

He also points out that “it is important 
to remember that there are certain views 
held by some premillennialists that are not 
necessarily included in the word ‘premil- 
lennial’ in the Fundamentalist platform. 
. .. A number of details commonly held 
among premillennialists are not essential 
to the word ‘premillennial’ as it occurs 
in our creed. Thus the acceptance of 
the Fundamentalist platform does not in- 
volve belief as to various details concern- 
ing the content of what wil! occur during 
the millennium.” 

THe Sunpay ScHoot Times has an un- 
published article written by the late Dr. 
James M. Gray, of the Moody Bible In- 
stitute, on the subject “‘Premillennialism 
— What and Why.” It is very valuable, 
giving the convictions of one of the ablest 
Bible students and teachers of our genera- 
tion, and it will be welcomed by many when 
it appears in these columns. 
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Amid the darkness of superstition and the threat of war 


Light from the “Bright and Morning Star” in Belgium 
By Edith F. Norton 























“The tender mercy of our God; whereby 
the dayspring from on high hath visited 
us, to give light to them that sit in dark- 
ness and in the shadow of death, to guide 
our feet into the way of peace” (Luke 
1: 78, 79). 


ES, this text illustrates the darkness 
Yi shadow of death in which are 

dwelling our people of Belgium— 
but one cannot ignore the primary applica- 
tion to ourselves, for the Word speaks 
of “our feet” being guided “into the way 
of peace.” 

Just as truly as those of Belgium or 
the souls to be found in heathen lands, 
we also sat in the “shadow of death” until 
that blessed “dayspring from on high” dis- 
pelled the darkness. But we differ from 
these others in that we have always had 
the Word of God to lead us, through con- 
viction of sin, clearly to the feet of the 
Saviour. These days, however, it is dif- 
ficult to escape the conviction that some 
of the Lord’s own children, freed from 
the menace of eternal death, walking partly 
in the light, are nevertheless straying daily 
from “the way of peace.” It is hard for 
some conscientious Christians to believe 
that a walk of unvarying, constant peace is 
compatible with a proper sense of respon- 
sibility. Even if we are convinced that 
this is Biblical ground, we are all but 
ashamed to let this fruit be’ accomplished 
in us, lest those to whom we are respon- 
sible judge us indifferent or callous, and 
we also render this fruit often impossible 
of attainment because we wear ourselves 
down physically and nervously, until our 
weakened nerves can do nothing else but 
respond to morbid fears and the ingtinct 
to worry. “Come ye yourselves apart” 
sounds in our ears as the word 
of the Lord to us, but our pro- 


“ The judgment of the bigoted Cath- 
olic in regard to our evangelizing,” 
writes Mrs. Norton in a recent Bulletin 
Letter, “was expressed in a Catholic 
journal, which excerpt I have in my 
possession. It said: ‘Many inquiries 
having come to us from the faithful as 
to what attitude should be taken in 
regard to the literature being distrib- 
uted by the Belgian Gospel Mission 
from their stand at the Exposition, we 
would reply officially and categoric- 
ally. First, under no circumstances 
is this literature to be read. Second, 
take whatever literature you can lay 
hands on and destroy the same, even 
if it be a Bible, if it does not bear 
the imprimatur of the Roman Catholic 
Church. But in destroying it, be sure 
there are no witnesses of the scene so 
as to avoid scandal.’” 

This gives an idea of the opposition 
that the Mission is facing. A picture 
of the booth mentioned is given on 
this page. Those who would like to 
have a share in the work of the Mis- 
sion may send gifts to the Treasurer, 
Charles G. Trumbull, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 








will but grow brighter as the distance les- 
sens between us and eternity, and, despite 
deepening shadows about us, will glow 
with brighter glory until we step across 
the threshold into his presence. 

But for those who yet sit in darkness 
and the “shadow of death,”—are not our 
hearts stirred within us as we think of 
their lot? Consider Belgium with so small 
a percentage of her population having the 
Gospel light. Is she not to be pitied these 
days? She is literally sitting in the shadow 
of death, which another great war can visit 


upon her all but defenseless population. 
Even if Belgium should fortify her frontier 
to the utmost, she could never resist a 
foreign invasion. This her people know 
right well, and it is pathetic to see natives 
of Verviers and other frontier towns al- 
ready leaving their homes —as they know 
too well what it means to be found in the 
path of the invader. However, should Bel- 
gium again be invaded we know she will 
resist to the end; her honor would forbid 
her doing otherwise. So the little army 
is being made ready; half their number 
being maintained along this vulnerable fron- 
tier; and bridges and main routes are be- 
ing laid with mines. The lovely Ardennes 
mountains are honeycombed by dugouts 
where military watchers guard the frontier 
day and night. Yes, Belgium sits in the 
shadow of a great fear. 

But the darkness of sin and superstition 
also binds the Belgian ih toils which only 
the Gospel can loose. One of our posts 
is notorious for its corruption; the drug 
traffic and immorality form the twofold 
blight of this place, and it is well known 
that young girls of fourteen and fifteen 
are largely employed in these haunts of 
evil. It warms our heart to know that 
here a group of our young Christians are 
active in tract distribution and in open-air 
witnessing, 

Superstition can be cruel today even as 
in the Middle Ages, when the court of the 
inquisition sent men, women, and little 
children to the torture chamber and to the 
stake. At G—— recently, a father and 
mother came with tears in their eyes to 
report to Mr. V——, head of the Mission 
post, that the priest and nuns in the local 
hospital had forced their daughter, ill and 

delirious, back into the Roman 





gram is set at too high a gear, 
and we cannot find time to 
introduce these rest times apart 
with himself. But this word 
of command remains, and we 
are the eternal losers if we 
ignore it. Losers for eternity, 
because through our blind ap- 
plication to routine we are 
compelled to forfeit fellowship 
with himself, through which 
our characters are mellowed 
and glorified and we are in- 
structed by him as to our daily 
ministry. Perhaps he desires 
to lay upon us a special charge 
that will cut right across our 
prearranged program. How 
blessed to be just there, wait- 
ing before him, at the moment 
when he would speak! 





Catholic Church, This girl, a 
member of our church at 
G——., had entered the hospital, 
taking her Bible with - her. 
This had been taken away 
from her and replaced by a 
rosary. When she again be- 
came lucid, she told her par- 
ents she had no knowledge of 
what had transpired, but that 
they must be assured that she 
would never turn away from 
the evangelical faith. Yet the 
nuns assumed that she had re- 
turned to the ancient fold, and 
when the poor mother remon- 
strated at their brutality to a 
dying girl, their only answer 
was, “You should be glad that 
she has returned to us.” But 
God had the last word as to 
this dear, young, dying saint. 











The way of peace, the abid- 
ing life, the Heaven-directed 
gaze — this is our earthly herit- 
age, whose riches can never be 
taken away from us, a heavenly 
walk right here upon earth that 


The Mission Booth at the Brussels Exposition Last Summer 
It was called «‘The Bible House.” 
Mission maintained a fountain, over which is a sign, in 
French and Flemish, reading, «‘Free Drinking Water.’’ 

Here visitors found refreshment for body and soul. 


Near it, at the left, the 


As she was passing away 
she asked those about her to 
sing, joining them. Then she 
asked that the Twenty-third 
Psalm might be read, and just 


(Continued on page 309) 
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“His Precious Promises’—a Children’s Day Service 


Recitations and new hymns that lead the children through 
some of the great promises of the Bibie 


By Mary Brainerd Smith 














Opentnc Pratse—(Tune, “Jesus Christ 
Is Risen Today.”) 
Praise Him now our God in Heaven, 
Alleluia ! ' 

Who great promises hath given, 
Alleluia ! 

Praise Him that His words endure, 
Alleluia ! 

That His promises are sure, 
Alleluia ! 

Leaper—‘“Praise ye the Lord... . Ye that 
stand* in the house of the Lord, in the 
courts of the house of our God” (Psa. 
1462 5, 3). 

“The faithful God, who keepeth cove- 
nant and lovingkindness with them that 
love him and keep his commandments 
to a thousand generations” (Deut. 7: 
om. Vii 


PRAYER, 
ScRIPTURE RESPONSES: 


His Promise of Provision 


Leader— 
Our needs are daily multiplied. 
Have we God’s promise to provide? 
Boys—“My God shall supply all your need” 
(Phil. 4:19). 


Girls—“He giveth to all [men] life, and 
breath, and all things” (Acts 17: 5). 


Leader—“For your heavenly Father know- 
eth that ye have need of all these things” 
(Matt. 6: 32). 


Boys—‘“They that seek the Lord shall not 
want any good thing” (Psa. 34: 10). 
Girls—“He that spared not his own Son, 
but delivered him up for us all, how shall 
he not with him also freely give us all 

things?” (Rom. 8: 32.) 

Leader—“Hath he said, and shall he not 
do it?” (Num. 23: 19.) 

Boys—“He will ever be mindful of his 
covenant” (Psa. 111: 5). 


Girls—“For he is faithful that promised” 
(Heb. 10: 23). 


Junior Hymn—“He Will All Our Need 
Supply.” 
(Tune, “As with Gladness Men of Old”) 


Precious is the promise given 

By our Father God in Heaven, 
Who doth know His children’s need, 
And hath pledged His word indeed, 
From His treasuries on high 

That He will our need supply. 


No good thing will He withhold 
From His loved ones, we are told. 
Richly doth He give each day 

More than earthly parents may. 
On His promise we rely, 

That He will our need supply. 


He who gives the birds their food, 
Gives His children all things good; 
In fair raiment clothes the flowers, 
Will Himself provide for ours. 
’Tis His word who cannot lie, 
That He will our need supply. 


He who spared not His own Son, 
Gave Him for a world undone, 
Will give all good things beside 
With the Christ who for us died. 
In the Saviour from the sky, 
God doth all our need supply. 





Junior Exercise—“The Rainbow Prom- 
ise.” 


(All those taking part are dressed in white 
with shoulder sashes of the different 
rainbow colors, and each carries an arm- 
ful of varicolored flowers with ripe 
grain.) 

1. (With violet sash)— 

Within God’s holy Word for us 
So many a promise lies; 

But one great promise He has placed 
Across the vaulted skies. 

And when the.sun shines through the rain, 
We see with hearts athrill 

God’s radiant rainbow in the cloud, 
And read that promise still. 


2. (With dark blue sash)— 


“God said, . . . I do set my bow in 
the cloud, and it shall be for a token 
of a covenant between me and the earth” 
(Gen. 9:12, 13). 


3. (With blue sash)— 


When springtime comes, the farmer strews 
The. seed across his field, 
Believing that God’s Word is sure, 
And so ’twill fruitage yield. 
And all who in the seedtime sow, 
Upon God’s Word depend, 
Who never breaks His promises, 
And harvest sure will send. 


4. (With green sash)— 


Now blossom-filled the gardens gleam 
In colors like God’s bow, 

And fields of green and tasseled corn 
Are waving to and fro. 

And every field of ripening grain, 
And flowers of every hue, 

Speak of the seed and harvest time, 
To prove. God’s promise true. 


5. (With yellow sash)— 

“The Lord said, . . . While the earth 
remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and 
cold and heat, and summer and winter, 
and day and night shall not cease” (Gen. 
8: 23). 

6. (With orange sash)— 


In summer’s warmth, the earth is green, 
And skies are. blue o’erhead; 

For, as God promised long ago, 
The winter’s cold has fled. 

The brightness of this summer day 
Now brings its joy to all; 

But God His covenant keeps for aye, 
And night ere long will fall. 

7. (With red sash)— 


“For he is faithful that promised” 
(Heb. 10: 23). 
ScrrpturE RESPONSES: 


His Promise of Protection 
Leader— 


We walk through dangers manifold; 
Have we God’s pledge to guard and hold? 
Boys—“Thus saith God the Lord,... TI 
the Lord . will hold thine hand, and 

will keep thee” (Isa. 42:5, 6). 


Girls—“The Lord shall preserve thee from: 


all evil: he shall preserve thy soul” 
(Psa. 121: 7). 


Leader—“For he careth for you” (1 Pet. 
5:7). “He knoweth what is in the dark- 
ness” (Dan. 2: 22). 


Boys—‘He is a shield unto them that put 
their trust in him” (Prov. 30:5). 


Girls—“Because thou hast made the Lord, 
which is my refuge, even the most High, 
thy habitation; there shall no evil befall 
thee” (Psa. 91:9, 10). 


Leader—“Doth his promise fail for ever- 
more?” (Psa. 77:8.) 


Boys—“Thus saith the Lord, ...I have 
spoken it, I will also bring it to pass” 
(Isa. 45:18; 46:11). 

Girls—“The Lord is faithful, who shall 
stablish you, and keep you from evil” 
(2 Thess. 3:3). 


Primary Hymn—“God Will Guard Us 
Every Day.” 
(Tune, “Simply Trusting Every Day.’”) 

God has promised in His love ~ 
To watch o’er us from above. 


With His own most tender care, 
He will guard us everywhere. 


Chorus 
God will guard us every day, 
In our work and in our play. 
He will watch, and safely keep 
In the nighttime while we sleep. 


God’s own children need not fear, 
Knowing is always near. 

With His own almighty arm, 

He will shield us from all harm. (Cho.) 


Primary Recitation—‘As God Promised.” 
1. When God would send him, Moses thought 
He could not say the things he ought. 
“TI made thy mouth,” God said that day, 
“And I will teach thee what to say.” 
And God Himself will teach you, too, 
To always say kind things and true. 
2. When Joshua faced hard tasks ahead, 
“Be brave and fear not,’ God then said, 
“As. I helped Moses, I will be 
Thy Helper never failing thee.” 
And God will help and strengthen you 
In all the hard things you must do. 
3. When Solomon would rule aright, 
But knew not how, God said one night, 
“T’ll make you wise of heart, that so 
Right ways to live and rule you’ll know.” 
And God will give you wisdom, too, 
To know the right things you should do. 
4. When Paul was in a storm at sea, 
God said, “Fear not: I promise thee 
I’ll bring thee and the other men 
All safely to the shore again.” 
And when you are in danger, too, 
God promises to bring you through. 


SCRIPTURE RESPONSES: 


His Promise of Pardon 
Leader— 
We Sin against God’s holy will; 
And does He promise pardon still? 
Boys—“Thus saith the Lord, ... I will 
pardon all their iniquities, whereby they 
have sinned” (Jer. 33: 4, 8). 
Girls—“I, even I, am he that blotteth out 
thy transgressions” (Isa. 43:25). 
Leader—“The Lord looketh on the heart” 
(1 Sam. 16:7). “Beholding the evil and 
the good” (Prov. 15:3). “Who his own 
self bare our sins in his own body on the 
tree” (1 Pet. 2:24). 
Boys—“Let the wicked forsake his way, 
. and let him return unto the Lord, 
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and he will have mercy upon him; and 
to our God, for he will abundantly par- 
don” (Isa. 55:7). 
Girls—“He hath made us accepted in the 
Beloved: in whom we have . . . the for- 
giveness of sins’ (Eph. 1:6, 7). 


Leader—“Is his mercy clean gone for 
ever?” (Psa. 77:8.) 


Boys—“His mercy is everlasting; and his 
truth endureth to all generations” (Psa. 
100: 5). 


Girls—“[The Lord said,] My covenant will 
I not break” (Psa. 89: 34). 


Hymn—“He Will Abundantly Pardon.” 


(Tune, “Hail to the Brightness of Zion’s 
Glad Morning.”) 


Hark to the news that God’s Word is pro- 
claiming, 
“a news to all who have sinned here 
ow, — 
God, in His mercy, has wrought our sal- 
vation, 
Pardon abundantly He will bestow. 


Glorious the Gospel God’s love -has provided, 
~~ beyond measure, that thus He could 
s 
For, by ‘the death of His Son upon Calvary, 
Pardon abundantly He could bestow. 


*Twas at an infinite price Jesus purchased 
Our full release from an infinite woe, 
Suffered and died, that on every man freely 
Pardon abundantly God might bestow. 


Could He do more? Could love ever be 
greater 
 ersaued paying the debt that men 


ow 
Giving Tis lifeblood to buy our redemption, 
Pardon abundantly thus to bestow. 


INTERMEDIATE EXERCISE — “The 
Promise.” 


1. The greatest of God’s promises 

To all the sons of men 

Is that He made down through the years 
Again and yet again. 

God’s pledge to Eve and Adam first, 
Whom Satan lured to sin, — 

That of her seed, One o’er that foe 
Would final triumph win. 


Department—“I will put enmity between 
thee and the woman, and between thy 
seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy 
head, and thou shalt bruise his Heel” 
(Gen. 3:15). 


2. To Abraham, God gave it next, 

And said that in his seed 

All families of the earth should be 
Most fully blest indeed. 

And once again the pledge He made 
To Isaac, Abraham’s son; 

To Jacob, too, that through their line 
Should come that mighty One. 


Department—“And thou shalt be a bless- 
ing, . . . and in thee shall all families 
of the earth be blessed” (Gen. 12:2, 3). 


3. And God once more that promise spoke 
To David, the great king, 
That of his family One should come 
Who should salvation bring. 
And through His prophets, too, the Lord 
His wondrous promise gave, 
Of Him whom He should send to earth, 
The mighty One to save. 
Department—“Behold, the days come, saith 
the.Lord, that I will raise unto David a 
righteous Branch, . and this is his 
name whereby he shall be called, THE 
LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS” 
(Jer. 23:5, 6). 
4. And when, of Abraham’s chosen seed, 
Of David's line, was born 
The Christ in Bethlehem, God's pledge 
Was kept that Christmas morn. 
And songs and praises to His name 
Were raised by many a voice 
And in God’s promise, thus fulfilled, 
All people should rejoice. 


Great 
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Department—“David the son of Jesse, ... 
of this man’s seed hath God according 


to his promise raised unto Israel a Sav-~' 


iour, Jesus” (Acts 13:23). 

“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; 
for he hath visited and redeemed his 
people, and hath raised up an horn of 
salvation for us in the house of his 
servant David; as he spake by the mouth 
of his holy prophets, .. . to perform the 
mercy promised to our fathers, and to 
remember his holy covenant; the oath 
which he sware to our father Abraham” 
(Luke 1: 68-73). 


ScrIPTURE RESPONSES: 


His Promise of Power 
Leader— 
We fall and fail, for we are weak. 
Will God give strength we need and seek? 
Boys—*I am thy God: I will strengthen 
thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will 
uphold thee” (Isa, 41: 10). 
Girlsk—“He giveth power to the faint” 
(Isa, 40: 29). 
Leader—“For he knoweth our frame; he 
remembereth that we are dust” (Psa. 
103: 14). 


Boys—“‘He would put sttength in me” (Job 
23:6). 
Girls—“Ye shall receive posver, after that 


the Holy Ghost is come upon you” (Acts 
1:8). “Whom the Father will send in 
my name” (John 14: 26). 

Leader—“Hath he spoken, and shall he not 
make it good?” (Num. 23: 19.) 

Boys—“He abideth faithful: he cannot 
deny himself” (2 Tim. 2: 13). 

Girls—“Thus saith the Lord, . . . I have 
purposed it, I will also do it” _ 45: 
18; 46:11). 


—“As Our Days Our Strength Shall 


(Tune, “Sweet Hour of Prayer) 
Great tasks to us does God assign, 
In His all-loving, wise design ; 
And though we are but weak and frail, 
We need not falter, need not fail. 

Chorus 

’Tis strength God promises to all 
Who on His mighty name shall call; 
And, though no power or might have we, 
Yet as our days our strength shall be. 


God bids us heavenly heights attain, 
Far o’er this low and earthly plane. 

We weakly stumble often time, 

Yet God empewers for the climb. (Cho.) 


All power and might is in God’s hands, 

And still His wondrous promise stands, 

His Holy Spirit He will give, 

That men in power and triumph live. (Cho.) 
ADDRESS BY THE PASTOR OR SUPERINTEND- 

ENT. 


SCRIPTURE RESPONSES: 


His Promise of His Presence 
Leader— 
We often feel alone, and fear. 
we be sure that is near? 
Boys—“The Lord is’ nigh unto all them 
that call upon him” (Psa. 145: 18). 
Girls—“He hath said, I will never leave 
thee, nor forsake thee” (Heb. 13:5). 
Leader—“Jesus said, . . . Without me ye 
can do nothing.” “But with God all 
things are possible” (John 13:31; 15: 
5; Matt. 19: 26). 
Boys—“Fear thou not; for I am with thee, 
. saith the Lord” (Isa. 41: 10, 14). 
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Girls—“Jesus . . . spake ... saying, ... 
Lo, I am with you.alway, even unto the 
end ‘of the world” (Matt. 28: 18, 20). 

Lender—But will ‘God in very deed dwell 
with men on the earth?” (2 Chron, 
6: 18.) 


Boys—“God, that cannot lie, promised” 
(Titus 1:2). 


Girls—“The word which I have spoken 
shall be done, saith the Lord God” (Ezek. 
12:28). “Certainly I will be with thee” 
(Exod. 3:12). 


Hymn—O How Precious Is His Promise. 
(Tune, “Call Jehovah Thy Salvation.”) 


O how precious is His promise, 
Standing sure eternally, 
“I, thy God, will ne’er forsake thee, 
I will ever go with thee.” 
Chorus 


Though life's road be smooth or rugged, 
Fair or dreary day by day, 

He has promised, He has promised 
To go with us all the way. 


We may trust that gracious promise, 

His pledged word He cannot break; 

And though unknown paths we travel, 

Ne’er one step alone we take. (Cho.) 
Fearless then through life we journey, 

Knowing He is at our side, 

With His comfort, a + _eaacs 

Whatsoever may betide. (Ch 

LeapER—“There hath not tailed one word 
of all his good promise” (1 Kings 8: 
56). 

“For all the promises of God in him 
[Christ] are yea, and in him Amen, unto 
the glory of God by us” (2 Cor. 1:20). 

BENEDICTION. 
we 


Light from the “ Bright and 
Morning Star” in Belgium 
(Continued from page 307) 


before her eyes closed in the fast sleep, 
she testified to seeing the Lord Jesus. 
At a previous moment in her illness 
she believed that she had seen him in 
his beauty. After her glorious passing, 
the testimony was continued at the grave- 
side, where the father, his face beaming 
with heavenly light, gave a wonderful tes- 
timony to the grace of God in face of the 
loss of this, his only child. An unforgettable 
impression was made upon the hearers. 

“Light and shadow.” ... At S -our 
workers are preaching in the center of the 
city to a sympathetic audience, but a pro- 
cession of youths headed by a priest pass 
by, reviling. In a different quarter of this 
place on another day, another meeting is 
being held, this time in face of a bitter, 
icy wind and in an antagonistic district 
where only shadowy, moving figures, dimly 
discernible, compose the audience. Yet from 
this unpromising meeting, six souls were 
the precious fruit. Here also, shines forth 
an evident token of grace in the person of 
a young married woman forsaken by her 
husband and left alone with her little child. 
In a fit of despair this poor, heartbroken 
soul threw herself from an upstairs win- 
dow, but, by a miracle, was not killed. 
Her parents, previously Catholics, had both 
been converted, and this gave Mr. D—— 
the occasion to call and see her upon her 
bed of suffering. Later, restored, she came 
to the hall of meeting and yielded her life 
gratefully to her Saviour. 

Last summer an innovation was inau- 
gurated in the form of a camp for young 
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boys, in which, of course, major emphasis 
was laid upon their spiritual instruction. 
Several sons of our workers returned home, 
their lives transformed. One youth, son 
of an unsaved and Communist father, was 
converted. His father had forbidden him 
to concern himself with things religious, 
and this poor boy had even contemplated 
suicide in his adolescent despair. (Let us 
never lose sight of the need of the adoles- 
cent for God. It is of all life epochs the 
moment when the heart opens most natu- 
rally and hungers most deeply for divine 
satisfaction. Such are to be profoundly 
pitied when their hunger for bread is met 
with the flinty stone of man-made philos- 
ophies and emasculated Christianity.) Here 
in camp this youth met with others of his 
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age who knew Christ as Saviour and who 
prayed with and for him. Today he is a 
bright witnessing Christian. 

One last subject for rejoicing must be 
recorded in the openings we are finding for 
proclaiming the Gospel in Flanders, prov- 
inces for long the most fanatical of all; 
and, a thing most surprising, in the sea- 
side resorts of Blankenberghe, Heyst, and 
Knocke our workers have been offered the 
use of halls free of charge for the purpose 
of summer meetings for visiting tourists. 
In one case the town council actually of- 
fered us.1,000 francs to conduct such meet- 
ings. It is unbelievable, but true, and to 
Him be the praise who has indeed set be- 
fore us in Belgium an open door which 
no man may shut. 








The Courses in Our 


Finding the right textbooks and arranging the classes 


Summer Bible School 
By J. E. Harris 























In this second article of his series, Mr. Harris, pastor of the Crescent Heights Baptist 


Church, Calgary, Alberta, who has 


had several years’ experience in conducting two 


Summer Bible Schools, describes the work done by the youngest children. Next week 
he will tell of the studies in the Primary, Junior, and Advanced classes. 


HE financial limitations of a strug- 

gling church need discourage none 

from venturing upon holding a Sum- 
mer Bible school. Almost every church or 
mission could find a few copies of Hurl- 
but’s “Story of the Bible” (see note at 
end of article) in homes within its con- 
stituency, The larger denominations include 
in their literature a Bible memory course, 
often obtainable for the asking, and pro- 
viding a course of memorization work for 
all ages up to the teens. Dr. A. L. Lathem, 
pastor of the Third Presbyterian Church, 
Chester, Pa., has written a handbook en- 
titled the “Way of Life,” and also leaflets 
covering the events of Bible History and 
the Life of our Lord (see note at end of 
article). With some copies of Hurlbut’s 
borrowed for a month, with the memory 
course leaflets secured at little or no ex- 
pense, and a dollar or two invested in Dr. 
Lathem’s literature, the basic necessities for 
a Summer Bible School course are in hand. 
The curriculum we have developed and 
used over several years calls for some 
additional material, but most of the work 
is based on the few, simple textbook re- 
quirements mentioned above. 

The preparation of a curriculum takes 
time and thought, and in most cases will 
require some adaptation to local circum- 
stances. It is not difficult, however, to 
work out some simple courses of study in 
Bible Narrative for the younger ones, Bible 
History for the older pupils, Bible Mem- 
orization, “Way of Life” studies, and, for 
the advanced class, some Bible Geography. 
It can be done with the help of the material 
mentioned above plus some special Begin- 
ners story material and a simple text on 
Geography. 

For the.work described in my article 
“A Successful Summer Bible School Ex- 
periment” (in last week’s issue of the 
Times), I had developed a two-year cur- 
riculum used alternate years. The school 
was graded in a two-year scheme, pupils 
spending two summers in one class and 


passing on the third summer to the next 
grade as the curriculum swung back to 
the work of two years before. This was 
our grading arrangement. 
Beginners Class, ages 4-5 
Primary Class, ages 6-7 
Advanced Primary Class, ages 8-9 
Junior Ciasses (one of girls and one 
of boys), ages 10-II 
Intermediate Classes (one of girls and 
one of boys), ages 12-13 
Senior Class (divided by sexes into 
two classes if numbers warranted), ages 

14-15 
Two workers, a leader and a helper, were 
assigned to the first three of these classes, 
and one teacher to each of the other classes, 
making eleven or twelve workers needed 
in teaching. This two-year scheme of grad- 
ing is perhaps out of accord with today’s 
more generally accepted grading theories, 
but it was devised as the best we could 
do with the accommodation and workers 
at our disposal, and its practical outwork- 
ing was satisfactory in a school of from 
75 to 125 pupils. 

In my present church I find fewer work- 
ers free for such work than in the larger 
city where I began my experiment, More- 
over, I was asked last year to draw up a 
curriculum based on a three-year system 
suited to small country schools where four 
classes would be the maximum that could 
be arranged. After doing this and finding 
insufficient workers to staff my own school 
on the two-year plan, I put the three-year 
curriculum into use there. As I have in 
mind particularly the needs of the small 
school with limited staff, it will be the par- 
ticulars of this three-year system I shall give 
here rather than the one I first devised. 

For the curriculum about to be detailed 
the school must be graded into classes as 
follows: 

Beginners, ages 4-5 
Primary, ages 6-8 
Juniors, ages 9-11 
Advanced, ages 12-14 
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For the Juniors and the Advanced ‘it is 
better to have boys and girls: divided into 
separate classes. Doing that, the above 
scheme of grading would necessitate six 
separate classes. One or two assistants 
would probably be required in the Begin- 
ners and Primary classes. Even where 
sufficient ‘teachers were available to make 
possible a closer grading; it is better to 
have larger classes with an age spread of 
three years, as above, taught by capable 
teachers, than smaller and more closely 
graded classes with inefficient teachers 
pressed into service to staff the larger 
number of classes. 


The Beginners Work. This article can 
only include details of the work of the 
Beginners Class. In this case, as it is a 
class of two ages only, four and five, the 
alternating two-year scheme is used. Some 
three-year-olds may come, but it will not 
harm them to repeat a year of the work 
before they pass into the Primary. The 
work prescribed for the Beginners, then, 
is as follows: 

First YEAR 


1. Bible Stories —Very simple presenta- 
tion of Bible stories taken from “Child- 
hood Bible Stories,” Series I, and Books 
1 and 3 of Series III (see note at end of 
article). Supplementary material can be 
found in the old but useful book “Peep of 
Day” (out of print), which can often be 
borrowed, or any sound book of Bible 
stories for small children. In “Peep of 
Day” there are stories of the life of our 
Lord, and the elementary presentation of 
vital Christian doctrine in earlier chapters 
is suggestive and might be worked into 
this course. 


2. Memory Work.—The Beginners’ 
Scripture verses prescribed for age four in 
the memory course put out by our de- 
nomination (Baptist). An evening prayer 
and grace given in the same course are 
also memorized, together with perhaps two 
children’s hymns, either those suggested in 
the denominational leaflet or others of our 
own choosing. If the memory course of 
the denomination is regularly and effec- 
tively used in the Sunday school it might 
be better to draw up one of your own along 
similar lines. For hymns, such favorites 
as “Jesus loves me” and Luther’s “Cradle 
Hymn” may be used, and other Iess familiar 
hymns suited to little children. Some of 
the choruses of a simpler character from 
the Children’s Special Service Mission 
Chorus Book (see note at end of article) 
may also be learned, but avoid hymns and 
choruses beyond the years and possible 
spiritual experience of Beginners. 


3. Handwork.—Beginners need much 
variety in their program, and cannot keep 
their interest centered for long on any one 
thing. As a relief from other work and 
for change, we use handwork suited to kin- 
dergarten age. As much as possible such 
work should be related to story material 
they may just have had. For example, they 
may try to model with plasticine a scene 
from a newly learned Bible story. The 
sand table, colored sticks, easy puzzle pic- 
tures (Scripture subjects), and the like can 
be utilized by the resourceful teacher here. 


SEconD YEAR 


For the alternate year of the Beginners 
work we take the following. 


1. Bible Stories—Series II, and Books 
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2 and 4 of Series III of the “Childhood 
Bible Stories,” mentioned above. For sup- 
plementary story material where needed, 
“Peep of Day” may again be used. 


2. Memory Work.—The Scriptures, 
hymns, and morning prayer prescribed for 
age five in our denominational memory leaf- 
let. The evening prayer and grace should 
be reviewed, and new choruses for small 
children may be learned. 


3. Handwork.—As already described un- 
der the First Year. 

The work outlined above is for a school 
meeting three weeks, five mornings a week, 
with perhaps the last morning or two 
largely devoted to preparation for the clos- 
ing exercises. Sessions are from nine till 
noon each morning. At least one, and per- 
haps two, recess periods are needed for 
the Beginners. The handwork, however, is 
of the nature of a’ recess period. If prac- 
ticable, a shorter morning session of 
two and a half or two hours might be 
better for Beginners, Three hours is rather 
long, but the shortened session is not 
usually practicable because there are older 
brothers and sisters in attendance charged 
with bringing the tiny tots to and from 
school, and the older ones are in attendance 
from nine till noon. 

This makes it the more imperative that 
the leader of the Beginners be as capable and 
resourceful a person as can be secured. 
The practice of assigning Beginners and 
Primary wholly to the tender mercies 
(sometimes not so tender) of teen age girls 
is unwise generally. They are valuable 
as helpers, and may be allowed some teach- 
ing experience under the supervision of the 
leader, but it is not fair either to them 
or to the children to put the entire respon- 
sibility upon inexperienced girls. The 
notion that anyone can handle the little 
folk is a grave mistake. Some quite youth- 
ful workers will be found with special apti- 
tude in handling Beginners, but usually 
a leader of experience, maturity, and train- 
ing, if possible, is far to be preferred. This 
leader must be patient, wise in handling 
children, thorough in preparation, and able 
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to make quick changes from one thing to 
another to maintain interest. 

There should be suitable opening exer- 
cises of a worshipful nature, In a small 
school the Beginners and Primary may 
have to meet together for these and sep- 
arate for their different class work. The 
teaching time thereafter until recess may 
take in a period of memory work, a Bible 
story, and a handwork period. Perhaps 
the program may be the same following 
recess. No set time-table or too rigid 
program will do for this class. 

Class work should allow time for re- 
view of stories told and memorization 
done. Suitable application of the moral 
suggestiveness of Bible stories and verses 
should be made. Verses being memorized 
should be explained and illustrated as far 
as possible. Non-Biblical stories such as 
appear in Beginners Sunday school papers 
may sometimes be used to enforce or illus- 
trate a truth contained in the Bible mate- 
rial. The wise teacher will be on‘the alert 
to gather such things, but will not let the 
non-Biblical crowd out Biblical teaching 
matter. It must ever be remembered that 
this is a Bible-centered curriculum. Hymns 
and choruses should also be explained, and 
the definite aim of grounding the children 
in Bible morals and bringing them into a 
simple faith in the Lord Jesus should ever 
be before the teacher. 

Particulars of the work of the Primary, 
Junior, and Advanced classes, in which the 
three-year cycle is followed, will be given 
in the next article, 


How to Get the Books 

The books mentioned in this article may all 
be obtained from the Times Book Service, 1721 
Spring Garden Street, Philadelphia, at the fol- 
lowing prices, which include postage: 

“Hurlbut’s Story of the Bible.” By Jesse 
Lyman Hurlbut, D:D., $2.10. 

“The Way of Life.” By A. L. Lathem, D.D., 
60 cents. 

“Childhood Bible Stories.” 
cents each, 

‘Childhood Bible Stories.” Books 1 and 3, 15 
cents each, 

“Cc. S. S. M. (Children’s Special Service Mis- 
sion) Chorus Book,” 70 cents, 


Four books, 13 














When Israel Faced Assyria and Rome 


Why the Chosen People routed Sennacherib 
and fell before the Roman Emperors 


By Ernest Gordon 











ing “from the book of the prophet 

Esaias” (Luke 4:17): “The Spirit 
of the Lord is upon me, because he hath 
anointed me . .. to preach the acceptable 
year of the Lord” (Isa. 61:1, 2). All 
wondered at his gracious comment on these 
gracious words as he said, “This day is 
this scripture fulfilled in your ears.” 

At the close of his ministry, after his 
gracious words had been rejected, he re- 
ferred again to Isaiah 61,—to the very 
next words indeed in the quotation, — “The 
day of vengeance of our God,” — “For these 
be the days of vengeance,” said he to his 
disciples in his last discourse on the Mount 
of Olives (Luke 21:22), “that all things 
which are written may be fulfilled.” 

Evidently the Book of Isaiah was much 
in our Lord’s mind in these closing days. 


()m Lord began his ministry by read- 





The parable of the vineyard (Matt. 21: 
33) was a paraphrase and fresh application 
of “a song of my beloved touching his 
vineyard” in Isaiah 5. “My wellbeloved 
hath a vineyard,” wrote Isaiah (5:1). 
“Having yet therefore one son, his well- 
beloved, he sent him also” (Mark 12:6). 
It is the only time our Lord used the term 
agapetos, “beloved,” although it was used 
twice of him,—at the baptism in Jordan 
and on the Mount of Transfiguration. In 
Matthew the vineyard parable is succeeded 
by a series of woes (Matt. 23: 13, and the 
following verses). ‘This is also the case 
with the song of the vineyard in Isaiah 
5: 11-22, Finally comes the prediction of 
judgment, in the one case at the hands of 
the Assyrians: “All their bows [are] bent, 
their horses’ hoofs shall be counted like 
flint, and their wheels like a whirlwind. 
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.». They shall roar like young lions... 
and if one look unto the land behold dark- 
ness and sorrow” (Isa. 5: 28-30); in the 
other, by the Romans: “Tribulation, such 
as was not since the beginning of the world” 
(Matt. 24: 21). 

In Isaiah 30 is another denunciation of 
Israel: “Now go, write it before them in 
a table, and note it in a book, ... that this 
is a rebellious people, lying children, chil- 
dren that will not hear the law of the 
Lord: which say to the seers, See not; 
and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto 
us right things, speak unto us smooth 
things, prophesy deceits” (vs. 8-10). 

The householder sent his servants to 
the vineyard and they were stoned and 
killed. The lying children rejected the 
message of God in the same fashion. They 
ordered the prophets to “get out of the 
way, turn aside out of the path” (Isa. 
30:11). And as the husbandman cast the 
heir out of the vineyard and slew him, 
so the lying children of the Old Dispensa- 
tion cried out, “Cause the Holy One of 
Israel to cease from before us.” 

Therefore the Holy One of Israel de- 
clared that the judgment on them should 
be like the collapse of “a high wall, whose 
breaking cometh suddenly at an instant” 
(Isa. 30:13). They were to be like “those 
eighteen, upon whom the tower of Siloam 
fell, and slew them” (Luke 13:4), type 
of all that dwelt in Jerusalem who were 
to perish in the debacle of temple walls and 
house walls and city fortifications. Then 
came the wistful words (Isa. 30:15): 
“For thus saith the Lord God, the Holy 
One of Israel; In returning and rest ye 
shall be saved; in quietness and in con- 
fidence shall be your strength: and ye would 
not.” These last four pathetic words of 
the Holy One of Israel, now in earthly 
and human form, re-echoed when, weeping, 
he passed final judgment on the doomed 
city of Jerusalem: “O Jerusalem, Jeru- 
salem, thou that killest the prophets, and 
stonest them which are sent unto thee, 
how often would I have gathered thy chil- 
dren together, even as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, and ye would 
not” (Matt. 23: 37). 

In Isaiah’s time the measure of Israel’s 
iniquity was not yet full and the Lord 
still held out a promise of pardon: “There- 
fore will the Lord wait, that he may be 
gracious unto you... blessed are all they 
that wait for him” (30:18). Christ was 
unable to offer further mercy to Jerusa- 
lem. In Luke 19: 43, 44 the sevenfold judg- 
ment of the coming siege is predicted: 


For the days shall come upon thee [that 
is, days of vengeance], 

And [not “that”] thine enemies shall cast 
a trench about thee, 

And compass thee round, 

And keep thee in on every side, 

And shall lay thee even with the ground, 

And thy children within thee; 

And they shall not leave in thee one stone 

upon another, 


This is an apparently intended echo of the 
judgment that our Lord, the Holy One of 
Israel, had threatened upon Ariel, the Jeru- 
salem of Isaiah’s day, at the hands of the 
Assyrians (Isa. 29: 1-4): “Woe to Ariel 
... the city where David dwelt! ... I will 
distress Ariel.” 


(Continued on page 316) 





312 * 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


May 2, 1936 








LESSON 7. MAY 17. JESUS INSPIRES HONESTY 


International Uniform Lesson.—Luke 19; printed text, Luke 19: 1-10, 45-48 
Golden Text.—Thou shalt not steal.—Exod. 20:15 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Luke 19: 1-10, 45-48 


Kinc James VERSION 

Luke 19:1 And Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. 

2 And, behold, there was a man named Zacchzus, which was the 
chief among the publicans, and he was rich. 

3 And he sought to see Jesus. who he was; and could not for the 
press, because he was. little of stature. : 

4 And he ran before, and climbed up into a sycomore tree to 
see him: for he was to pass. that way. 3 

s And when Jesus. came to the place, he looked up, and saw him, 
and said unto him, Zaccheus, make haste, and come down; for to 
day I must abide at thy house. eae 

6 And he made haste, and came down, and received him joyfully. 

7 And when they saw it, they all murmured, saying, That he was 
gone to be guest with a man that is. a sinner. 

8 And Zaccheus stood, and said unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, 
the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any 
thing from any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold. 

9 And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to this 
house, forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham. 

agton the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which 
was lost. 


4s And he went into the temple, and began to cast out them that 
sold therein, and them that bought; 

46 Saying unto them, It is written, My house is the house of 
prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves. 

47 And he taught daily in the temple. But the chief priests and 
the scribes and the chief of the people sought to destroy him, 

48 And could not find what they might do: for all the people 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Luke 19:1 And he entered and was passing through Jericho. 
2 And behold, a man called by name Zacchzeus; and he was a chief 
publican, and he was rich. 3 And he sought to see Jesus who he 
was; and could not for the crowd,- because he was little of stature. 
4 And he ran on before, and climbed up into a sycomore tree to 
see him: for he was to pass that way. 5 And when Jesus came 
to the place, he looked up, and said unto him, Zaccheus, make haste, 
and come down; for to-day I must abide at thy house. 6 And he 
made haste, and came down, and received him joyfully. 7 And 
when they saw it, they all murmured, saying, He is gone in to lodge 
with a man that is a sinner. 8 And Zacchzus. stood, and said unto 
the Lord, Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; 
and if I have wrongfully exacted aught of any man, I restore four- 
fold. 9 And Jesus said unto him, To-day is salvation come to this 
house, forasmuch as he also is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son 
of man came to seek and to save that which was lost. 


45 And he entered into the temple, and began to cast out them 
that sold, 46 saying unto them, It is written, 1 And my house shall 
be a house of prayer: but *ye have made it a den of robbers. 

47 And he was teaching daily in the temple. But the chief priests 
and the scribes and the principal men of the people sought to destroy 
him: 48 and they could not find what they might do; fer the people 
all hung upon him, listening. 

Jaa, 863 9: Jet, 7 Rt. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the International 





were very attentive to hear him. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 

ESUS in Jericho is a symbol of the 

Lord’s visit to every other city. He 

came to Jericho to seek and to save the 
lost. He came as a friend of the rich and 
the poor; Jericho’s poorest man, the blind 
beggar, and Jericho’s' rich man, the hated 
publican, both found him, while’ the great 
multitudes went on their busy way living 
for this present age. This lesson is a 
test for each man and each city today. 
There is more’ real honesty in the world 
today than at any time since the Lord 
passed through Jericho. Also there is 
more dishonesty in the world today than 
at any time since God said: “Thou shalt 
not steal.” Consider the breakdown of 
standards in high schools and colleges with 
the widespread dishonesty of cheating. Con- 
sider the dishonesty of ministers who fla- 
grantly deny the solemnly expressed beliefs 
of their church. Consider the dishonest 
practices in business. There is only one 
way to keep the commandment: “Thou 
shalt not steal.” Zacchzeus found that way. 
The Historical Setting 

We may date the Lord’s entrance into 
Jerusalem as Sunday, April 2, A. D. 30; 
the cleansing of the Temple occurred the 
next day. His passing through Jericho 
occurred a few days earlier, possibly on 
Thursday and Friday. 


Verse by Verse 


Luke 19:1.—Passed through Jericho. 
Meaning, “place of fragrance”; it was “the 
city of palm trees” (Deut. 34:3; Judg. 
1:16), famous as the city of the curse, 


Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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changed to a’ blessing (Josh. 6: 26; 1 Kings 
16:34; 2 Kings 2:4, 15, 19-22), a city 
where many priests resided. Jericho lay 
825 feet below the Mediterranean, 6 miles 
from Jordan, and between 15 and 20 miles 
from Jerusalem. 


Verse 2—Zaccheus. From a Jewish 
word meaning pure. Chief among the pub- 
licans. Having charge of the tax-gatherers 
in the district. Jericho was probably an 
important commercial center, because of 
its large exportation of balm, and its cen- 
tral location on the route to Jerusalem 
and Egypt. “Publican” was a symbol for 
“sinner,” for dishonesty, for lack of pa- 
triotism (Matt. 5:46; 9: 9-13). 

Verse 3.—Sought to see Jesus who he 
was. He had heard of Jesus, for the whole 
land was filled with his fame. There was 
curiosity to see such a noted religious 
teacher, mingled, doubtless, with a deeper 
feeling because of the friendship of Jesus 
for the publicans. 


Verse 4.—Climbed up into a sycomore 
tree. Not the English sycamore; but a 
tree with fruit like figs, and leaves like 
the mulberry, planted on the side of the 
road for its shade. This undignified haste 
and unusual position for a little rich man 
indicated his intense eagerness, but also 
indicated God’s sovereign guidance. 


Verse 5.—Jesus ... looked up, and saw 
him. There were thronging crowds, but 
one man ready to receive the Saviour, as 
when the one woman touched him (Luke 
8:45). Zaccheus, make haste, and come 
down. Probably indicating his supernatu- 
ral knowledge of this seeking soul, as in 
the case of Nathanael (John 1:47, 48). 
To day I must abide at thy house. Like 
a king, he need not wait for an invitation. 


Verse 6—Received him joyfully. The 


heart of Zacchzus. was changed right there. 

Verse 7—They all murmured. Not yet 
had they learned the message of the Lost 
Sheep and the Prodigal Son (cf. Luke 15: 
1, 2). A man that is a sinner. They did 
not know that he was no longer a sinner. 

Verse 8.—Zaccheus stood. This appears 
to have been after the feast in the home, 
or on the next day (cf. vs. 11, 28). Be- 
hold, Lord. He has found his Lord. The 
half of my goods I give to the poor. Some 
understand this to mean half of his yearly 
income, but it seems likely that he did the 
extraordinary thing of giving half of his 
fortune (cf. 18:22). Any thing from any 
man by false accusation. He knew that 
he had. The meaning is, “in so far as I 
have.” I restore him jourfold. Much be- 
yond what the Jewish law required, except 
for robbery unrepented of (Num. 5:7; 
Exod. 22:1; 2 Sam. 12:6). 


Verse 9.—This day is salvation come to 
this house. Not to Zacchzus only, but to 
all his household. Saved not by becoming 
honest and unselfish; that was the evidence 
of his salvation. He also is a son of Abra- 
ham. Now a true son of Abraham, as 
these’ Pharisees were not. They had ex- 
communicated him. 

Verse 10—The Son of man. His own 
title for himself, blessed title in the Gospel 
of Luke. Js come to seek and to save that 
which was lost. All men are lost. God 
takes the initiative in seeking and saving. 

Verse 45.—Began to cast out them that 
sold therein. Not to be confused with the 
first cleansing of the Temple, three years 
before, at the beginning of his ministry 
(John 2: 13-17). 

Verse 46—My house is the house of 
prayer (cf. Isa. 56:7; John 4: 20-24). A 
den of thieves. First they made it a house 
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of merchandise, and then of dishonest de- 
frauding in carrying on their merchandise 
(cf. John 2:16 and Jer. 7: 8-11). 


Verse 47.—Taught daily in the temple. 


Carrying out the 'Father’s will to the end. 
The chief priests . . . the chief of the 
people. The very men who should lead 
the people into righteousness. Sought to 
destroy him. But could not do it one 
moment before God’s appointed time. 


Verse 48.—The people were very atten- 
tive to hear him. Yet they consented to 
his crucifixion (cf. John 2: 23-25). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


There is but one way to keep the com- 
mand, “Thou shalt not steal”: to love our 
neighbor as ourself in everything relating 
to his possessions and ours. Anything fall- 
ing short of such love is breaking this 
commandment. There is but one way to 
have such love—the way that Zacchzus 
found. The teachings of Christ reveal 
dishonesty, but it takes the life of Christ, 
even the Lord himself living in the heart, 
to make a man truly honest. No man can 
take Christ as his Saviour and decide to 
go on in dishonesty. 

A business man told a Christian worker 
who asked if he was a Christian: “I am 
supposed to be. I have been a church 
member for fifteen years. I am trying my 
best to live the Christian life.’ The mes- 
sage of salvation by grace through faith was 
as new to him as to a Hottentot. 

When asked if he would take Christ 
as his Saviour, he said, “Not tonight.” 

“Is there something in your life that 
prevents your’ taking Christ?” 

“Yes, it’s my business.” 


“You are in an honest business — selling | 


automobile tires.” 

“Yes, but we are supposed to say things 
about the tires that are not true.” 

He had been saying these things for 
several years, while he was “trying” to 
live the Christian life. But he realized 
he could not accept Christ as a free gift 
without putting away all dishonesty. He 
professed to take Christ, and stopped te]l- 
ing lies about his tires. 


Lesson Outlines 
SEEKING AND SAVING ZACCHZUS 
1. Zacchzeus seeking Christ. 
2. Christ seeking Zacchzus. 
3. Zacchzus receiving his Saviour. 
4. Christ transforms Zacchzus. 
5. Zaccheus changes his ways. 


Be Honesti 


1. In acknowledging the Lordship of 
Christ. 2. In business and handling 
money. 3. In family and social life. 4. 
In school and college life. 5. In politics 
and civic affairs. 6. In Christian service 
and worship. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Parable of the Pounds. The disciples 
expected the Kingdom of God to be set 
up immediately upon Christ’s entry into 
Jerusalem. They were not wrong in think- 
ing that the Kingdom was to be set up 
on earth. But Christ must first go into 
a far country, receive the Kingdom, and 
return. The citizens in the parable rep- 
resent the Jews and others who reject 
Christ. The servants represent professing 
followers of Christ. Each has a pound, or 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


7. (2) May 17.—Jesus Inspires Honesty. 
Luke 19 
8. (21) May 24.—Building for the Future 
(Temperance Lesson). Luke 20:1 to 21 : 38 
9. (22) May 31.—The Last Supper. Luke 22 : 1-38 
10. (23) June 7.—Jesus in Gethsemane. 
Luke 22 : 39-71 
11. (24) June 14.—Jesus Crucified ........ Luke 23 
12, (25) June 21.—Jesus Exalted ..Luke 24 : 36-53 
Third Quarter 
1. July 5.—The Coming of the Holy Spirit 
im POWEF i .ccccccccccse Acts 1 : 6-14; 2: 1-47 
2. July 12—Witnessing Under Persecu- 
tion. 
Acts 3:1 to 4:31; 1 Corinthians 1 : 21-25 
3. July 19.—Social Service in the Early 
Church. Acts 4 : 32-35; 6:1-7; 9: 36- 
39; 2 Corinthians 8:1-9; 1 John 3 : 13-18 








$17 (worth from 10 to 15 times as much in 
terms of our money). This indicates the 
equal opportunities that Christians have. 
The central truth is that there will be 
varying rewards for varying degrees of 
zeal in Christian service, and there will 
be loss for unfaithfulness. Our Lord is test- 
ing us, and the difference between the 
$17 and the ten cities over which this 
servant was set indicates the tremendous 
reward that will come for our present faith- 
fulness in small things. Christian service 
is for Christ personally, and is in view 
of his return to earth. 


Christ’s Message to Rich Men. The 
Lord did not ask Zacchzus to sell all that 
he had. It is not a sin to be rich. But 
the uniform message of the New Testa- 
ment is that riches are for the purpose of 
helping others (cf. Eph. 4:28). 

Religion and Business. The ethics of 
Christ are the only practical standards for 
business. But the new birth and the super- 
natural life that Christ gives is essential 
for carrying out these ethical principles. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


“Thou shalt not steal.” See Heart of 
the Lesson. 


Are we seeking salvation? We shall 
seek God and find him when we seek him 
with all our hearts (Jer. 29:13). Zac- 
chzeus overcame many obstacles. 


Are we seeking unlikely sinners? Zac- 
cheus would have been pointed out as the 
most unlikely citizen of Jericho to take 
Christ and be transformed by him. 


Are we taking Christ into our homes? 
He wants to abide in our homes. Let us 
also receive him jcyfully. 


Have we made restitution? ‘True con- 
version is evidenced by making right all 
that we can make right in our past conduct. 


What are we doing for the poor? Zac- 
chzeus points the way for rich men. Many 
Christians should do at least what Zac- 
cheus did. And remember that the poor- 
est of the poor are the heathen who have 
never heard of Christ. 


Are we taking Christ into our business? 
The Jews took business into their worship. 
Christ’s standards are the only safe ones 
for our business. 

Be honest! Are we giving way to the 
dishonesty that is prevalent in our particu- 
lar circles? See Lesson Outtines. 
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Ministers, beware of mixing in commer- 
cialism., 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Christ was crucified by lovers of money 
—the Pharisees, Judas, Pilate, the gam- 
bling soldiers, 


When the heart of Zaccheus was 
changed, his character fitted his name, 
which means “pure,” or “transparent”; only 
Christ can work such a miracle. 


Our bodies are temples of the Holy 
Spirit, and they should be cleansed of dis- 
honesty and of all secularism. 


Ministers, beware of plagiarism; “Thou 
shalt not steal” applies to using other men’s 
material without credit, just as it applies 
to property. 

Jericho might have been transformed into 
a “place of fragrance,” as its name indi- 
cates; but Jericho rejected the only one 
that could make the city fragrant. 


The Lord who passed through Jericho, 
spreading blessing on those who would re- 
ceive it, was the “Captain of the Lord’s 
hosts” who demolished the walls of Jeri- 
cho (Josh. 5:14). 

Blind Bartimeus had his eyes opened; 
no less did blind Zacchzeus have the eyes 
of his heart opened to see his Lord. 


“Honesty is the best policy,” is a true 
saying; but it will never inspire real hon- 
esty, for honesty is not a policy, but a life. 

The sins of Zaccheus may not be our 
sins; when Christ comes in, we are saved 
from our own sins. 


Cotumsta, S. C. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and senaeiing chaveeser. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff,— Dr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Low, and Mr. Smith. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to different 
members of your class, letting them sce 
whether they can discover the answers as 
given on a later page of this issue? 


NAME some of the handicaps that Zac- 
cheus had which made it difficult for 
him to get in touch with the Lord. 

2. What special encouragement for soul 
winners may be found in the Zacchzus in- 

cident ? 


3. In verse 8, is Zaccheus telling Christ 
of his good works in the past, or is this a 
declaration of the restitution he will make, 
because of a changed heart? 


4. Did Zaccheus get saved by determining 
to be honest, by giving to the poor, and re- 
storing what he had fraudulently obtained? 

5. What strong evidence that Zaccheus was 
a sincere convert is found here? 

6. What was remarkable in the manner in 
which Christ addressed Zaccheus? Can we 
learn from it any principle as to how we 
should deal with lost sinners? 


_ 7. Is it possible to get saved without mak- 
ing restitution for past wrongs that we have 
done ? 

8. What famous section in the Gospel of 
ba comes to an end in the nineteenth chap- 
ter 

9. What event beginning in the last week 
of Christ’s life is recorded by Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke? At what place do the three Gos- 
pels come together in their record of events? 

10. What did the Lord give as the reason 
for the destruction of Jerusalem, and all the 
sufferings of the Jews? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 316 in this issue. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means. that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 

Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 

In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

An Arctic Test.—Thou shalt not steal 
(Golden Text). Sir Ernest Shackleton was 
once asked to tell of his most terrible 
moment of which many may be so described 
in the Arctic. But his worst was spent 
one night in an emergency hut. He and 
his fellows lying there; he rather apart 
from the rest. They had given out the 


ration of the last remaining biscuits. There , 


was nothing more to divide. Every man 
thought the other man was asleep. He 
sensed a’ stealthy movement and saw one 
of the men: turning from side to side to 
see how his comrades were faring. He 
made up his mind they were all asleep and 
then stretched over the next man and 
drew his biscuit bag to himself and re- 
moved the biscuit. Shackleton lived 
through an eternity of suspense. He would 
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have trusted his life in the hands of that 
man. Was he turning out a thief and 
under terribly tragic circumstances? Steal- 
ing a man’s last biscuit! Then Shackleton 
sensed another movement. He saw the 
man open his own box, take the biscuit 
out of his own bag and put it in his com- 
rade’s and return the man’s biscuit and 
stealthily put the bag back at his comrade’s 
side, Shackleton said, “I dare not tell 
you that man’s name. I felt that that act 
was a secret between himself and God.”— 
Adapted from The Life of Faith. Sent by 
M. H.. James, Toronto, Can. 


The Negro Boy’s Surprise.—Thou shalt 
not steal (Golden Text). Ata slave mar- 
ket in one of the Southern states, a smart, 
active colored boy was put up for sale. 
A kind master who pitied his condition, 
wishing him not to have a cruel owner, 
went up to him, and said, “If I buy you, 
will you be honest?” The boy, with a 
look that baffled description, replied, “I will 
be honest whether you buy me or not.”— 
From “5000 Best Modern IIlustrations,” 
by Hallock. Sent by Josephine A. Kinaly, 
North Tonawanda, N. Y. 


Not To Be Trusted.—Thou shalt not 
steal (Golden Text). In one of his 
speeches, Theodore Roosevelt told his little 
anecdote about the old days when he lived 
out West on a ranch in the cow country: 
“There were no fences,” he said, “and 
every calf was branded with the same 
brand that its mother had, so that the in- 
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A large number of Dr. Pace’s cartoons have been issued in tract form, each consisting of a single 
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crease of the calves could be totaled. There 
used to be a ranch law known as the 
Maverick Law, according to which any calf 
overlooked in the branding would - be 
branded with the brand of the ranch on 
which he was found. I was once riding 
across the country with one of my cow- 
punchers, when we found a stray calf on 
another man’s ranch. The cow-puncher 
wanted to brand it with the Roosevelt 
brand, but I told him I would not stand 
for it. The cow-puncher said: ‘Hold on, 
old man, I know my business, I always 
put on the boss’ brand,’ ‘All right,’ I said, 
‘you go back to the camp and get your 
time.’ ‘What are you doing that for?’ he 
asked. ‘Well,’ I answered, ‘if you will 
steal for me, you will steal from me.’ ”"— 
From The King’s Business. Sent by 
Josephine A. Kinzly, North Tonawanda, 


Why God Watches Us.—When Jesus 
came to the place, he looked up, and saw 
him (Luke 19:5). The biographer of 
Bishop Watts-Ditchfield relates that when 
a child he was one day in the house of 
a very old woman, who asked him to read 
a framed text, “Thou God seest me.” Then 
she said, “When you are older, people 
will tell you that God is always watching 
you to see when you do wrong, in order 
to punish you. I do not want you to think 
of it in that way, but I want you to take 
the text home, and to remember all your 
life, that God loves you so much that he 
cannot take his eyes off you.”—From the 
King’s Business. Sent by Mrs. M. Waits, 
Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


A Handsome Apology.—Behold, Lord, 
the half of my goods I give to the poor (v. 
8). Ned and his grandmother are the best 
of friends, but sometimes the little boy’s 
tongue is too quick to please the old lady. 
Then Ned apologizes after a fashion of his 
own, which his grandmother approves. “I 
got tired lugging that wheelbarrow for 
grandmother while she was changing her 
plants,” Ned said to his mother, recounting 
the day’s events at bedtime, “and I said, 
‘I wish there wasn’t another speck of this 
hateful dirt in all the world!’ But then, 
afterward, I ’pologized.” “I am glad of 
that,” said his mother. “Did you tell her 
you were sorry?” “No, that is not the 
kind grandmother likes best,” said Ned. 
“IT got another wheelbarrowful, and just 
said: ‘Don’t you want some more of this 
nice dirt, Grandmother?’ And then we 
were all right again.”—From Youth's Com- 
panion. Sent by Mac C, Wells, Mooers 
Forks, N. Y. 


An Insurance Disagreement.—/f I have 
taken any thing from any man (v. 8b). 
In the Western Producer (Saskatoon) re- 
cently, there was published a story told 
by an ex-Reeve of a Mennonite municipal- 
ity. We reproduce in the words of the 
man who tells it: “A Mennonite came to 
see me and asked me to go and inspect 
his crop which, he said, had been damaged 
by hail. I asked him if the insurance com- 
pany had not settled with him, and he 
replied that it had, but he was not satis- 
fied, and would like to get the opinion of 
some unprejudiced individual. I told him 
I did not think it would do any good, but 
I went out to his farm. After looking 
over the damage I informed my friend that 
I estimated that he had been damaged 
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to the extent of about thirty-five or -forty 
per ‘cent. My estimate, he told me, had 
been very much the same as his own. I 
asked how much the insurance company 
had allowed him, and he told me they had 
assessed the damage at sixty per cent. ‘T 
wanted to make sure,’ he said, ‘before I 
. sent the money back, that I was over- 
paid on the damage.’ I told him he need 
not send it back, but he told me he did 
not see how any honest man could do any- 
_ thing else. He sent the money back.”— 
From The Evangelical Christian. Sent by 
Amanda O. Dick, Mt. Lake, Minn. Prize 
illustration. is 


The Busy Men's Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


When Christ Lives in Us.—Jesus ... 
looked up, and saw him, and said unto him, 

.. come down; for to day I must abide at 
thy ‘house (Luke 19:5). Awhile ago it 
was Levi (Matthew), extractor of taxes, 
rich and hated, and a dinner party. Note 
that dinner table (Luke 5: 27-29). A 
dinner party is my choice, too. You get 
“next” to folks at the table and can be 
at ease. 

Now here we have Zacchzus, another of 
the agents of the Roman conquerors, and 
not over scrupulous, it would seem, — and 
the Lord Jesus is befriending him! 

“What kind of Jew is this young preacher 
from Up Country that he breaks bread 
with that ‘half pint’ gouger and his shady 
bunch! That settles him for me!” 

And Zacchzus received Jesus “joyfully,” 
his self-invited guest who came because he 
wanted to come. Zacchzeus who was “cut” 
by every other man of his race! “None but 
a Heaven-sent Jew would ever eat in my 
black-listed home,” must have thought Zac- 
cheeus. 

How many “feasts” have you attended 
because you just had to—or give offense? 
The Lord Jesus invited himself because 
he was reaching for Zacchzeus. But Z4c- 
chzeus did first go’ up the tree to see the 
Lord. You just get interested and see 
if he doesn’t invite himself to your “house,” 
too. 

There was something in the*Lord Jesus 
that convicted men. In personal contact 
-with him they were ashamed of their sins. 
How do I know? 

Because when the Christ life gets into 
one of his children fully, and to’ the over- 
flow, this is just what happens. Such a 
man has “personality plus.” His very pres- 
ence is an inspiration to be Christlike and 
drop all meanness and crookedness. We 
have all known such men. I write in the 
masculine, for convenience, but who has not 
known many a handmaiden of our Lord in 
whose company one felt lifted out of the 
small and selfish things of life? (Gal. 2: 
20; 1 John 4:12.) 


Waiting for the Lord’s Man.—For the 
Son of man is come to seek and to. save 
that which was lost (v. 10). Provided 
“that which was lost” shows signs of really 
wanting to be saved. No more convinc- 
ing exhibit than our man Zaccheus in 
the story.. Listen to him: 

“Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I 
-give to the poor; and if I have taken any 
thing from any man by false accusation, 
I restore fourfold.” 
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And then the Lord Jesus said, “This 
day is salvation come:to this house.” .. 

And salvation comes to the “house”: of 
all the world at the —“R.R.” — same price. 
Repentance and Restoration. When any- 
one comes into this frame of mind he is 
not far from the Kingdom. 

Even the man of wealth, after awhile, 
when he discovers there are not the good 
things to be found in the hands of Fortune 
that he thought, is ready to go up into the 
tree, so to speak, when the Lord Jesus 
comes his way. 

In other words, there is many a man of 
shady riches who is sweating under the 
scorn and contumely of those who are on 
to him (no slang now), who is waiting 
for some “agent” of your Lord in his ab- 
sence to come down the road and, seeing 
him “up in the air,” call, “Come down, I 
want to know you.” And how quick he 
drops down! 

I speak advisedly, as I am in frequent 
touch with old Scrooge.. He says, “I like 
you, you don’t preach!” There are hun- 
dreds of them big and little all over the 
land. They have lots of good in them. 
Maybe the Lord Jesus, through you, might 
bring them down! 


The Two Sorts, Which?—My house its 
the house of prayer: but ye have made it 
a den of thieves (v. 46). How old Mr. 
Human Nature, like the laws of the Medes 
and Persians, never changes. I write this 
note with a grin. Here the prosperous 
Jews were shouting, “Oh, you thieving 
Publican” at the tax collector, and Mr. 
Prosperous Jew was practicing some crook- 
edness of his own. And of all places, — 
in that Temple he pretended to be so solici- 
tous about, and where later he came so 
near killing Paul (Acts 21:28). “Oh, 
you big pig!” cried the little boy when 
me little girl got to the big red apple 

rst. 

Note this: The Lord Jesus did not call 
Levi or Zaccheus thieves. But he did 
call Mr. Prosperous Jew a thief, and the 
usurped Temple, where he spread himself, 
“a den‘ of thieves.” The tax collectors did 
not pretend to virtue. The Pharisees, who 
were running the Temple for making money, 
did. That’s the difference. 

One day, at a fair, as a man came out 
of one of the buildings he was asked, 
“What do they have in there?” 

“Ali Baba and the forty thieves,” was 
the disgusted reply. The Temple had ap- 
parently been turned into such a place. 
In other words, these Jews in their con- 
tempt for the publican, in the light of 
Heaven, seem to have been the hopeless 
ones (Matt. 23:23, 24). 

Every Christian worker early makes the 
cheering discovery that the “publican and 
sinner” is very often after all the best man 
and the best woman at heart. About all 
Mr. Publican and Madam Sinner needs is 
to get a sight of the Lord Jesus, and we 
have a Matthew and a Mary Magdalene. 

Quoting a popular columnist’s whim- 
wham, if we took an auto trip to the 
Grand Canyon or Niagara Falls we would 
rather have with us Matthew and Zac- 
chzeus than Annas and Caiaphas, 


CoATESVILLE, Pa. 
w 


Curistran YoutH is the Times weekly 
paper for young people. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
help us, we pray thee, to be just’ plain honest. 
May we casi aside deceit and sham of every 
kind, and may we reject from our thinking 
and our purposes, any possible desire to over- 
reach others. May we have a keen sense of 
honor as to the rightful belongings of those 
about us, and whether we are in positions of 
great authority, or in the very simple routine 
of daily duty, may we be sure to fit our daily 
conduct to our Christian profession, and not to 
gain merit, but in order to be right before God 
and man. -We ask this in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Have you always 
found it easy to be honest since you became 
a Christian, and have you ever had .any 
temptations to do or to say what is not 
honest? ‘You need not raise your hands. 
This man Zaccheus, in our lesson, evi- 
dently found that he must at once begin 
to straighten up in matters of honesty, and 
at the very point where he had been dis- 
honest, and in that way he would prove 
that Christ had really come into his life, 





HeMmITY IN CHRIST 


BE TRUE! 











and had saved him. How quickly and be- 
lievingly he receives him,—this crooked 
taxgatherer! Do you remember the story 
of the partners in the coal business, one 
of whom was a Christian? He urged the 
other to accept Christ, and the other held 
off for a long time. Finally, he said, as if 
that settled the matter: “Well, if I be- 
came a Christian, who would weigh the 
coal?” What a picture! How men do 
twist their Christian beliefs to fit in with 
a crooked deal, as if that could ever be 
done! No, when we accept Christ as our 
Saviour, we must take him also as the 
Lord of life, and let him regulate our con- 
duct. Honesty isn’t as easy as it looks. 
But the Lord Jesus can give us ‘victory, 
even in that. Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: A Sad Home in Jericho. 
Discussion: If salvation is known by its 


fruits, what are thee evidences to you that 
you are saved? 


Objective: Rise to»the level of your faith. 











AY, fellows, let’s imagine a home in 
Jericho. Trouble there; deep trouble. 
They were happy and getting on fine, when 
one night Father came home and announced 
he had lost everything. He was bankrupt. 
A money shark had squeezed him out of 
business by unjust and sharp dealing. The 
home would have to go. They would 
have to rent a cheap little place and live 
very scantily. The boy must quit college 
and find a job, and sister must go to work, 
too, if she could find employment. Mother’s 
health already failing would now be a real 
source of alarm. Gloom spread all over 
the place. 
While the family sits around looking 
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blankly at each other, all stunned by this 
sudden disaster that has come upon them, 
there is a knock at the door. The boy 
opens the door, and there stands a runty 
looking little man with a wizened face. 
He would be very repulsive, but a peculiarly 
happy glow is in his eyes. “I want to see 
your father,” the man says. Father seems 
to recognize the man’s voice and hurries 
to the door, and the two men draw aside 
and engage in a whispered conversation, 
while the other members of the family 
look at each other and wonder who the 
visitor may be. 

In a few moments the stranger is leav- 
ing; Father follows him to the steps, and 
there are cordial words of “Good-by” and 
“See you later.” Then Father comes back 
into the room. He is a new man; his face 
is all lit up with joy, and he is holding 
in his outstretched hands a bag of gold. 
What has happened? Quick! they want to 
be told, and Father loses no time telling 
them. That man was the money shark 
who had put him out of business by his 
tricky methods. A miracle had been 
worked on him, for not only had he brought 
back the money he had fraudulently taken, 
but he had brought four times the amount, 
and insisted that it be accepted in payment 
of the debt he believed he owed the man 
whom he had defrauded. It all looked too 
good to be true. This family had suddenly 
been lifted out of the depths of despair into 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 








SPESUS INSPIRES HONESTY 
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new life and new hope; for what the man 
had told Father was even better than gold. 
He had met Jesus Christ. His sins had 
beert forgiven. He was so grateful for his 
salvation that he resolved to live a clean 
and honest life. He would make full resto- 
ration to every man he had wronged. He 
would give back four times as much as he 
had wrongfully taken. 

This man’s name was Mr. Zacchzus. 
The genuineness of his conversion was 
shown by what it caused him to do, even 
to the point of financial loss. 

Fellows, do you know the Lord Jesus 
Christ in the forgiveness of your sins? 
Are you saved? Would you like to preve 
it to yourself? Mr. Zacchzeus has shown 
us a good way. If you have done wrong 
to any, go and make peace with him. If you 
owe, go and pay; at least confess your debt. 
And because you are a debtor to Jesus for 
what he has done for you, you are debtor 
to all men for his sake, . 


PHILADELPHIA, 


For Primary Teachers 


By Ethel S. Low 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Have a card for cach child, with a sketch 
of a tree. 


ow many of you children ever climbed 
a tree? Most of the boys have tried 
to, anyhow, and some of the girls. What 
would you think if you saw a man, a very 
rich man, maybe a banker, run and climb 
a tree right on the main street? We'd 
all laugh at him, and wonder what was the 
matter with him. 

Today we're studying about a rich man, 
the chief tax collector of the city of Jeri- 
cho, who was so short that he couldn’t 
see over the heads of the other people in 
the crowd that jammed the street, so he 
ran ahead of the procession and climbed a 
sycamore tree, so he could see. 

And what could it have been that he 
was so anxious to see? It was Jesus Christ, 
who was walking in the street of Jericho 
that day; and Zacchzeus was the man’s 
name. I think he climbed up into the 
tree, and got on a limb, and peered through 
the leaves, looking down the stréet. Yes, 
here comes the crgwd, and he sees Jesus 
in the midst of the people. And just when 
they were down beneath him, and he was 
gazing down, whet do you think happened? 
Jesus looked right up at him and said, 
“Zaccheus, hurry and come down, for 
today. I’m going to stay at your house.” 
Zaccheus must have almost fallen out of 
the tree. Luke tells us he made haste and 
came down, and received Jesus joyfully. 
He wanted to see Jesus very, very much, 
but he never dreamed that Jesus would 
come to his house. 

They went to Zacchzeus’ house, and some- 
thing happened to Zacchzeus on the way. 
Something always happens to people who 
walk with Jesus. His glory shines on them 
so brightly that they see all their wicked- 
ness and sin. Zacchzeus thought about the 
poor widows from whom he had taken too 
much money, and the men from whom he 
had falsely collected money, and he knew 
he was guilty before God. Then he said 
to Jesus, “Behold, Lord, the half of my 
goods I give to the poor; and if I have 
taken any thing from any than by false 
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accusation, I restore him fourfold.” His 
first thought, when he saw his sin, was to 
make. it right with the people he had 
wronged. Christ praises him for it. Do 
we do as well as Zacchzus did about such 
things ? 

The Lord gave Zacchzeus one of the 
most beautiful verses in all the Bible, and 
I want you to print that verse on your 
cards this morning, right beside the tree 
in which you can almost see Zacchzeus hid- 
ing —“For the Son of man is come to 
seek and to save that which was lost.” 

Monpesto, Cat, 

Me 


. ® a 

This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for May 17) ; 

1. As a chief publican, he was despised 
and ostracized by the Jewish leaders; he was 
small of stature, and would be lost in the 
crowd; he -had been dishonest in his busi- 
ness, defrauding some. 

2. The grace of our Lord Jesus who meets 
the sinner more than half way. Zaccheus 
appears to have been merely trying to see 
Jesus. 

3. Evidently the latter, from Christ’s reply. 

4. Zaccheus was saved through faith in 
Christ his Saviour. His new attitude of life 
hg the result of his salvation, not the cause 
of it. 

The fact that he was willing to deal 
with himself at his weakest point — his riches 
—and make fourfold restoration. 

6. The Lord did not condemn Zacchzus, or 
say anything that would embarrass him. He 
gave him the great and unexpected honor of 
offering to come to his home. This is the 
approach of love. We need not always tell 
sinners of their special sins, but woo them to 
Christ. 

7. Where there is genuine salvation, there 
is repentance for sin, which is always evi- 
denced by willingness to make restitution 
when the saved man recalls the wrong he 
done and when it is possible to rectify = 
The restitution does not help toward his sal- 
vation, but is the evidence of the genuineness 
of the wor! 

8. It is ‘called the Perean section, and 
records the events of the last journey to 
Jerusalem at the close of Christ's Galilean 
ministry. It extends from Luke 9:51 to 
19: 28. 

9. The triumphal entry into Jerusalem 
(Matt. 21:1; Mark 11:1; Luke 19: 29). 

10. Their rejection of him as their Mes- 
siah and Deliverer (Luke 19: 41-44). 


Me 
When Israel Faced Assyria 


and Rome 
(Continued from page 311) 


I will camp against thee round about, 

And will lay siege against thee with a 
mount, 

And I will raise forts against thee. 

And thou shalt be brought down, and 
shalt speak out of the ground, 

And thy speech shall be low out of the 
dust, 

And thy voice shall be, as of one that 
hath a familiar spirit, out of the 
ground, 

And thy speech shall whisper out of the 
dust. 

In due time, 700 B. C., Sennacherib 
came up against Jerusalem. He took forty- 
six of Judah’s fenced cities. But there 
was no siege. Hezekiah spread Senna- 
cherib’s insolent letter before the Lord in 
the house of the Lord and begged for help. 
“Now therefore, O Lord our God, save 
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us from his hand, that all the kingdoms of 
the earth may know that thou art the Lord, 
even thou only” (Isa. 37: 20). The prayer 
was answered, Isaiah sent the reply to 
Hezekiah, and this reply closed (Isa. 37: 
33-35) with a septate in the form of Luke 
19: 43, 44, but a message of mercy, not of 
judgment: “Therefore thus saith the Lord 
concerning the king of Assyria, 


He shall not come into this city, 

Nor shoot an arrow there, 

Nor come before it with shields. 

Nor cast a bank against it. 

By the way that he came, by the same 
shall he return, 

And shall not come into this city, saith 
the Lord. 

For I will defend this city to save it 
for mine own sake, and for my ‘serv- 
ant David’s sake. 


The Holy One of Israel spared Jerusa- 
lem from the flayings and impalements of 
Sennacherib and his Assyrians in 700 B. C. 
In A. D. 70 our Lord, still the Holy One 
of Israel and judge of nations, was unable 
to effect a deliverance from the massacres 
and.crucifixions of the Romans under Ves- 
pasian and Titus. His arm was not short- 
ened, but they “would not.” 


we 
Two Mothers—and Christ 


(An editorial, from the 2d page) 


was almost too difficult, there was brought 
to her attention the likeness between her 
case and that of this other mother so long 
ago. And again came the divinely in- 
spired insistence for her crumb of His 
miracle-power. 

Then suddenly—how often the Lord 
works suddenly! —things began to come 
to pass. «The barriers of ice were melted 
away and the heart of stone made soft 
and tender, “Even as thou wilt,” whis- 
pered the Voice in the same sweet assur- 
ance as of old, 

And when the joy-flooded mother saw 
her. beautiful girl standing before the chan- 
cel and heard her repeat the solemn vows 
of church membership, she felt arf urge 
to send back across the centuries to that 
other. mother a happy. smile of perfect un- 
derstanding. And she wondered if, in the 
Gloryland, it would be possible to seek out 
this nameless friend and, with her, to add 
her praise to that of the millions of other 
mothers, who will have found him “better 
to them than all their fears.” 





? Children at Home | 


A Brave Chinese Boy 
among the Bandits 
Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


HAT a time it had been! The Chi- 

nese town of Weng Ling (Prosper- 

ous Hillside) had been raided by a band 

of robbers from the hills, and when they 

departed every one was finding out the 
damage done. 

“Oh; Ruth,” said the mission doctor, as 

he’ ran up the porch steps, “poor little 
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Peter is missing. Ah-fu is in such a way 
about him, for there is no doubt but that 
the robbers have taken him for ransom 
money.” 

“Surely not, John, oh! surely not, seeing 
he is only our cook’s son and they are 
so poor.” 

“Alas! my dear, you see Ah-fu is in the 
house and service of the foreigner, who is 
always supposed to be so rich. The rob- 
bers believe of course we shall provide the 
money demanded. His father is terribly 
worried, because I told him it was quite 
impossible, for if we did, not one of our 
Christians’ children would ever be safe.” 

Mrs, Jackson looked very worried, for 
they counted their faithful cook as a real 
friend. Not only was he a splendid Chris- 
tian, but one who would have sacrificed 
anything -for them. His only son—the 
very light of his parent’s eyes — whose life 
the doctor had saved more than once, was 
precicus beyond words. Ceaselessly the 
missionary and his wife had watched over 
the delicate little boy whose four brothers 
and sister had all died, indeed Pee-teh 
(“Peter”) had always been to them like 
their own child. 

“I can hardly bear it!” said Mrs. "Jack- 
son with tears in her eyes. “Truly, we 
must pray much that God will somehow 
release our little Peter. Though weakly 
in body he is never lacking in courage; 
as the Chinese say, ‘he had a lion spirit.’ 
Only last week he said to me: 

“Teacher Mother, I will stand up for 
Jesus. I hope he gives me some big way.’” 

Well, Peter had his “big way now.” 

It did not take long for his good father 
to realize the danger of even trying to 
provide the sum of money demanded by 
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the robbers through their messenger. For 
the sake of others he bowed his head and 
was deaf to the advice and offers of friends 
and the tears and pleas of his poor dis- 
tressed wife. 

“God had only one Son,” he would say. 
“He gave him to die for us all, Now I 
think I understand a little of what it must 
have cost Him.” 

As for poor little Peter, he was carried 
off to the robbers’ secret den in some caves, 
and it was a very terrifying experience for 
any small boy, but as Mrs. Jackson said, 
“He had a lion spirit.’ His courage 
counted a lot with those wild, desperate 
men, and sometimes they allowed him to 
sing to them in his clear, piping voice. 
So, for the first time those robbers heard 
of a Saviour, mighty to save. 

Peter felt quite sure God would some- 
how open the door of his prison as he 
had done for Peter in the Bible, the one 
whose name he had been given in “God’s 
House” (the church), The meaning of 
the words in Chinese is “Certain-for-sure,” 
which the boy kept repeating to himself. 
“Pee-teh, yes, God, you will let me’ get 
home to my dear father and mother soon, 
I know it’s certain-for-sure.” 

Time passed, however, and when his 
captors saw that there was no chance of 
getting the money, they talked together 
one night, as they heard that soldiers were 
coming. 

The Deo-Nao (“Head-of-all”) was not 
really a heartless man, but had just fol- 
lowed his father’s business, as a matter 
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of course. He had taken rather a fancy 
to the boy and was willing to give him 
a chance to escape, but his men wanted 
to use most cruel methods of torture to 
force the Foreign Church people to pay. 
“They won’t shut their hands for long 
when they have proofs of the boy’s suffer- 
ing sent to them.” 

The Deo-Nao, however, declared his past 
experience of the Foreign Church ones 
made even this doubtful, for he was keen 
to save the boy and get him free. While 
discussing’ the matter with increasing “hot 
words” from the men, who were in an 
ugly temper, a man arrived whose family 
was well known to the Deo-Nao. 

“I come,” he said after the usual polite 
greetings which even Chinese robbers ex- 
change, “to give you warning of the mili- 
tary raid fixed for tomorrow. Also, I 
wish to speak words about the son of Ah-fu, 
the foreigners’ cook-chief, who is in your 
keeping. My wife is now entertaining a 
spirit of heavy sickness, and fear for the 
boy holds her down. His father is her 
cousin, and her heart can find no peace, 
for it seems cone day she was in the for- 
eigners’ garden and the small one gave 
her a little blue flower telling her its name 
was Feh-Mong-Chee (‘Forget-me-not’). 
She cannot stop talking about this in her 
fever, for she has kept the flower, and the 
priest says her spirit will walk away [die] 
unless she knows the boy is restored. I 
am therefore ready to meet you on the 
bridge over the ransom money.” 

So, after much bargaining, a reasonable 
sum was paid, and Peter soon after reached 
home, where on his arrival a thanksgiving 
service was held in the little church. 

“Oh! my father!” he said. “How glad 
I am you chose the name Pee-teh for me. 
I just kept on reminding God of its mean- 
ing, ‘Certain-for-sure,’ and you see he did 
indeed hear me and set me free.” 


WortTHING, Sussex, ENG. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By john W. Lane, Jr. 











May 2 The Story of the Criminal: How He 
Is Made. Prov. 1 : 10-19. 


Sunday, May 17 


Nationalism and International Good 
Will (Phil. 2:4, 5; Acts 17 : 26) 





Mon.—A choice we,must make (1 Kings 
18 : 21). 

Tues.—War, a horror (2 Sam, 12: 29-31). 

Wed.—Our need today (Luke a: 14). 

‘Thurs.—Race prejudice (Acts 10:-1-20, 34, 


35). 
Fri—All children of God (Gal, 3 : 26-29). 
Sat.—Good in al! races (Luke 10 : 25-37). 











HE story is told that when Raphael’s 

great painting, the Sistine Madonna, 
was first brought to Dresden, it was dis- 
played in the capitol in the presence of 
the king. It was brought into the throne- 
room, but the most favorable spot in the 
room was occupied by the throne ‘itself, 
The king, taking in the situation, ordered 


_ his lackeys to push the throne to one side, 


May 2, 1936 
saying: “Make room for the immortal 
Raphael, The first and the best place be- 


longs to him.” 


If we are to have international good 
will upon this earth, statesmen and kings 
and leaders must recognize that the Lord 
Jesus must have the chief place in the 
life of each nation. Only if they relin- 
quish to him the pre-eminence in national 
and international affairs can we have true 
and lasting international good will and 
peace, 

Yet what do we find in international 
and national affairs today? Government 
representatives have little concern about 
doing God’s will. The name of God is 
scarcely, if ever, mentioned. His guidance 
and direction are not sought, or his power 
invoked. It is small wonder, then, that 
we find nations blundering into one strained 
situation after another, until we scarcely 
know at what moment a spark will once 
more touch off the powder magazine that 
will throw this old world into another 
convulsion of horror and hatred such as 
the World War. . 


Three great outstanding policies are 
voiced by those who would control inter- 
national affairs today. Nationalism, such as 
we find in Germany and Italy and Japan to- 
day, seeks to make the nation supreme at 
any cost, regardless of what other nations 
think and regardless of treaties and pacts. 
It holds every individual within its bor- 
ders as accountable to the state, and to 
the state alone. 

A second policy in international and 
national affairs we sometimes hear spoken 
of as isolationism. This takes the posi- 
tion that what other nations do is not our 
responsibility, so long as the nation to 
which we belong is not injured. Such 
a policy we find advocated strongly in our 
own land at present. 

A third policy takes the attitude that 
what other nations do is of vital concern 
to every nation, and that, by standing 
for right and just principles, certain nations 
should influence, by force if necessary, the 
conduct of other nations who would vio- 
late weaker nations and exploit them. 


But the great weakness in all of these 
policies, whatever may be their advantages 
to the nations concerned, is that they do 
not deal with the fundamental evil that is 
at the heart of all international conflicts 
and misunderstandings and_— suspicion. 
Nations are made up of individuals, and 
individuals, before they can be free from 
envy and hatred and jealousy and wunlove 
one toward another, must have their hearts 
changed. Only one force can accomplish 
this. It is the redeeming power of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. And, until men’s hearts 
are changed by him, regardless of what 
the national policy may be, there will 
always be misunderstanding and conflict 
and unrest. | 

It is for this reason that those of us 
who know the Lord Jesus Christ have the 
greatest opportunity to bring about a bet- 
ter understanding among nations. Educa- 
tion has its place; efforts to promote better 
understanding of other peoples are com- 
mendable; moves toward peace confer- 
ences and arbitration of differences are not 

















Lesson for May 17 


to be decried,—if all these are under- 
taken with the recognition that they are 
valueless in effecting any permanent cure. 
Our Lord’s command is, “Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature” (Mark 16:15). When we pro- 
claim Christ and seek to bring men to 
accept and acknowledge him, we are pur- 
suing the only plan that can correct the 
source of the trouble between men and 
nations, — the evil human heart. 


b 4 

' Yet, even by the preaching, of the Gos- 
pel, not all men will be brought into peace 
and harmony. Some will not accept 
Christ’s rule in the heart, and “will not 
have this man to reign over us” (Luke 
19:14). In this age God does not compel 
~ all to be saved. Hence, just as there are 
renegade individuals, so there will be rene- 
gade nations, 

Here is the great fallacy in the reason- 
ing of those who would have us scrap all 
armaments and disband armies and navies. 
There is just as much reason for aban- 
doning all police forces, or forbidding any- 
one to have a revolver or to use locks 
on the doors and windows of his home. 
Only the personal return of the Lord Jesus 
and the establishment of his righteous 
reign over all the earth as King of kings 
and Lord of lords will make it safe to 
disarm, 
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A Change in Time in 
the National Hymn Sing 


HE hour of the radio broadcast of the 

Laymen’s National Fellowship, over 
Station WHN (5,000 watts), announced 
in the Tres last week, has been changed, 
and is now from 8.40 A. M. to 9 A. M. 
every week day. Each Saturday morning 
this includes the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson prepared by Mr. 
Howard, Dr. Trumbull, and other members 
of the Times staff, and it includes some of 
the choicest material from the Times les- 
son helps. 

Dr. Arthur Billings Hunt conducts this 
program, and his beautiful hymn, “Be a 
Witness,” published in last week’s issue, 
is used with each broadcast. In addition, 
a quartette sings several other hymns. 

Dr. Hunt also conducts the National 
Hymn Sing each Tuesday evening at 6.15, 
Eastern Standard Time, on the N. B. C. 
Red Network. In connection with this 
there is a circulating library of books 
for the blind, as well as over a thousand 
books of fiction and inspiration for shut-ins. 
This broadcast has proved to be of great 
blessing to multitudes of people all over 
the United States and Canada and even in 
other countries. The Association publishes 
the Hymn Sing Herald, a monthly period- 
ical costing $1 a year. Communications 
should be addressed to Dr. Arthur Billings 
Hunt, the National Hymn Sing Associa- 
tion, Suite 1127, 156 Fifth Avenue, New 
York City. 





| With the New Books 





Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Posstssions. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 

$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.75 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 5@ cents for postage. 

INTRODUCTORY SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Strictly introductory, or Get-Acquainted 
subscriptions, 25 cents for one period of 
ten weeks, either singly or in clubs. 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber 


beyond the time paid for, except by special 
request. 


Christian Y outh 


Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in ad- 
vance, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Why Believe the Bible? By William H. 
Richie. (May be obtained from the Times 
Book Service, 1721 Spring Garden St. 
Philadelphia; 15 cents a copy, plus 2 cents 
for postage.) Here is a brief handbook 
on criticisms leveled at the Bible by its 
enemies and the treasures it really con- 
tains for Christians. The first main sec- 
tion discusses the Canon of Scripture, ex- 
plaining why the sixty-six books were 
included; the second section treats of the 
accuracy of the text, quoting such scholars 
as Professors Sayce and Robert Dick Wil- 
son; “Bible History Confirmed by Arche- 
ology” is the subject of the third. The 


- or musical play. 
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fourth part, occupying fifteen of the thirty- 
two pages, shows “The Bible’s Unique 
Character” in a very interesting way. 
There are seven subdivisions, under allitera- 
tive headings: Permanence, Popularity, 
Precision, Peculiarities, Prophecies, Power, 
Pre-eminence. There is a poem by the 
author on the Bible, and a good bibliog- 
raphy. Christians may well use this book- 
let to strengthen the faith of young people, 
who are meeting unbelief in high school, 
and it will confirm their own faith and in- 
crease their thankfulness for the Word of 
God. 


Stories of Hymns We Love. By Cecelia 
Margaret Rudin. (John Rudin and Co., 
Inc., Chicago, $1.) An attractive little 
book has been compiled for those who de- 
sire stories and information regarding 
hymns and their authors. There are bio- 
graphical sketches and many anecdotes. 
The twenty-five hymns are atranged in 
chronological order, affording a brief his- 
tory of the development of hymnody. An 
unusual feature is the use of the first bar 
of music of each hymn. The work is in- 
dexed under titles of hymns, authors, and 
composers. The workmanship of the book 
is unusually beautiful. 


When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 
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FREE. A postal request will bring our large ensalogue 


REE. ma 
nts. 
Fea- 


containing music, etc., of 16 services. 
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HE SELLER OF PURPLE, 25 cents. The Story 
of Lydia, an interesting drama. Sure to pene and help. 
ROSESB LOOM. 30cents. Rose-Cantata, 
Easy to learn. Delights everybody. 
AGEA . Ask for examination copies. | 
All (except the Helper) sent for examination. 
HALL - MACK CO., 124 N. 15th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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You'll Enjoy This New Christian Story of True Love! 


Hearts That Understand 


By LOUISE HARRISON McCRAW 


Learn why Meriwether Hamilton, new at social service in a big 
city, could not accept the proposal of Philip Lacy, the handsome 
minister of a rich, worldly church. Enjoy the steadfast Douglas 
Graham who also loved charming Meriwether but hesitated to tell 
her. You will understand, too, that greater need of the people 
whom Meriwether was trying to aid but could not because she 
lacked something. What was that ‘‘something’’? : 

This is a book that all may enjoy. You will want to read it at 


Bound in a beautiful ‘new patterned blue cloth—colored edge, 
attractive two-colored jacket—an excellent gift. 


Order today—write direct to publishers or to your church supply house 


Published by 
BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS’N, 837 N. Wells St., CHICAGO, ILL. 











DISTINCTIVE 


Get complete details of the only Va- 
cation Bible School Courses offering 


all supporting materials necessary for the 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


May 11 to 17 


Mon.—Exodus 20:15. Thow Shalt Not Steal. 
Prayer SuGGESTIONS: “The curse ... 
shall enter into the house of the thief” 


work of each teacher in the one book (Zech. 5:3, 4). The arch-thieves Achan 
provided for that teacher. and Judas did their nefarious. work in the 
congregation of the Lord. Answering the 

distlactive and economical feature, Don't fa | question, “Will a man rob God?” Billy 
to send for your copy of the Free Sunday said, “You bet he will! He will 
AND rob God quicker than anybody else.” “Let 

Ge th Oumter nn, Ciathannts Oc Dope 0-0 him that stole steal no more.” “Not pur- 


Send Free 





loining, but shewing all good fidelity” (Eph. 
4:28; Titus 2:10). Pray for Christians 
who are living in unjudged sin. 


Prospectus on DVBS 


Tues.—Luke 10:1-10. Jesus Inspires Honesty. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Appointed ... . 
sent ... whither he himself would come.” 














Still time 





to join 


our ALASKA trip! 





- Don't be content with a humdrum vacation this summer. Be an adventurer 


—seek the strange, the unusual, the new. Alaska! Klondike Gold! . 


There is a glamour, a suggestion of high adventure in the very names. 


A congenial group of Christian Journal readers will make the trip. 
Why not join us? Yellowstone, Rainier, and Jasper Parks on our way. 
Seattle, where we board our luxurious steamship, then we aids for a 
thousand miles up the beautiful Inside Passage, into Alaska. We'll visit 
the romantic Gold Rush towns—the old and the new mission fields— 
see real totem poles, huge ice glaciers, native Alaska Indians. It will 
be a vacation you'll never forget. 


Twenty-six days filled to the brim with excitement, hernines new 
experiences, meeting new people. Fill out the coupon an it will bring 
you information and costs right from your home town. No obligation. 


You are most cordially invited to join our 4th Annual 


Christian Fellowship Cruise to Wonderful Alaska 


Mr. Philip E. Howard, Jr.. Sunday School Times, _ 
325 North 13th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Dear Mr. Howard: Please send me complete details and round trip cost of the “Christian B 

Fellowship Tour” to Alaska, from my home. 

Pick i CRbEGRURM Ge eked LARUE ESE Gees Khdnn caehacehnmeacasiehasoadupeenesse 

sO og a io ene ag erie eS Lee ol a ae A ae ccineceenk 

io ee 5 Baa il Be Le SRE tak ky eat Ree ia OR 6 











(Lesson for May 17) May 2, 1936 


Christians should be heralds or forerunners 
of Christ. The faithful are telling repre- 
sentatives of the Saviour. By their clear 
and shining light they reflect his -beauty: 
By exhibiting clean-handed honor they 
make the preaching of the Gospel easily 
understood by observing hearers. Good- 
living witnesses are Christ’s best friends. 
Pray today for Dr. E. J. Pace’s ministry, 
Young People’s Rally, Englewood, N. J. 
Wed.—Micah 2: 1-5; 6: 8. 
Micah Teaches Justice. 
Prayer Succestions: “Do justly.” Vir- 
tue is safe and honorable. Righteousness 
is a path of peace and blessing. God is 
just. He wills that we shall be holy in all 
our ways and upright in all our works. 
Fairness is woefully lacking among Chris- 
tians, Few indeed are those who hold 
evenly the scales of opinion and service. 
“Render . . . to all their dues” (Rom. 13: 
7). Pray for a mighty reformation in the 
churches. : 
Thurs.—Deuteronomy 24 : 16-15, 17, 18. 
Religion in Business. 
Prayer SvucGcEstTions: “Righteousness 
. . . before the Lord.” Every part of life 
and labor should glorify the Lord, Recti- 
tude in all our dealings with men is an 
inescapable, personal responsibility.. Christ 
is our example, and more; he is our _right- 
eousness before God, and he, too, must_ be, 
our righteousness before men. He is able 
to subdue all things unto Himself. 
for Christian business men. 
Fri.—Amos 8: 4-8. Dishonesty {n Business. 
Prayer Sucacestions: “I will never for- 
get any of their works.” Injustice stirs 
God’s displeasure. Encroachment upon the 
rights of others, particularly the weak and 
defenseless, draws inexorable, heavy pen- 
alties. God is against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men. He is against de- 
ceivers, extortioners, and all liars. “The 
face of the Lord is against them that do 
evil” (Psa. 34:16). Pray for Christians 
under condemnation, 
Sat.—Matthew 26 : 14-16; 27 : 3-5. 
The Accusing Conscience. 
PraYER SuGGESTIONS: “I have sinned.” 
Conscience sleeps, but never dies. It is 
God’s prophet of denunciation in the soul. 
God is in the hearts of his saints in Christ 
by his Spirit; but in the hearts of sinning 
men by his laws. He rules them by con- 
science. He is a severe witness against 
sins and follies. The dead line of sins 
passed, prayer becomes sin (Psa. 100: 7). 
Judas passed outside the portals of hope. He 
lives now with “the worm that dieth not.” 
Pray for the self-deceived in our churches. 
Sun.—Psalm 15:1-5. A Citizen of Zion. 
Prayer Succestions: “Them that fear 
the Lord.” The Lord’s portion is his peo- 
ple. His eyes are over them for good. 
They are his lights in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse generation. Their 
translation to his everlasting Kingdom is a 
wondrous event on the calendar of God. 
Meanwhile, in this world where they 
shine as stars, they are kept as the apple 
of God’s eye. Whatsoever is against them 
is for the spread of the Gospel. “Them 
that fear the Lord” are as cities set on a 
hill. Pray for Dr. Pace this week (First 
Baptist Church, Tyrone, Pa.). 


Curistran Youts its the Times weekly 
paper for young people. 


Pray. 
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